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Montana

REFLECTIONS

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS:
Portion of the 2010 budget surplus
($21,333.48) to be used to give a $2500 grant
to each of our functioning day schools in the
District.
Motion carried to cease funding the Pastor/
Teacher Conference mileage equalization program and concomitantly eliminate the congregational yearly assessment for the Pastor/
Teacher conference

Editor’s Corner
Welcome back to our new edition
of the Montana Reflections! While
I’ve heard good things about the
new format, it has introduced some
factors that we did not have to deal
with in the newsprint version.
Foremost is the decrease in space
for articles. In order to fit in as
much news and pictures as possible, articles sent to the Reflections
need to be 300 words or less. I am
more than happy to edit down articles as needed, and only ask that
no one who sends in pieces to the
Reflections be insulted by my use of
the backspace key. If you would be
more comfortable seeing the refurbished article before it goes to
print, simply note it by email, letter,
or phone. Another option, if there
is an article that requires a large
amount of space, is to split the information into several issues, but
this is a last resort to be kept at a
minimum.
What a blessing it is to have such a
problem! Thank you!

The district is conducting a test of a new Reflections newsletter format and the reduced
expenses
will be covered by the district and no subscriptions rates will be charged to the congregations in 2011.
CPS Retirement Seminar: Concordia Plan
Services offers a church worker pre-retirement
workshop at no cost to the District.
MISSIONS UPDATES:
The plan is to have Rev. Nicolaus serve the
Clark Fork Mission until the summer of 2012
and then the congregation will call a pastor.
Crow Ministry purchased a van from surplus
monies as directed by the finance committee.
CALLS, NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS:
Pastor Mark Schultz accepted nomination as
District Secretary.
President Forke acknowledged Pastor Wendt
for his help and work as computer technical
advisor for the District Office
President Forke accepted a call to serve Trinity-Harlowton.
Appointments to Standing Committees confirmed. Names to be updated on the district
website.
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“I Have Spoken”
Thousands of people crammed into Tahrir
Square in downtown Cairo,
Egypt. They were stubborn
and persistent, confident
that if they could get
enough people to join
them, they would tip the
scale against Hosni Mubarek in favor of freedom.
One of the lessons
learned from the events in
Egypt has caught on quickly. Across the Middle East,
nation after nation is being
subjected to the sheer
force of numbers. Around
the world people have
adopted the teeter-totter
method of discourse; that
is, if you can get enough
people to jump up and
down on your side of the
teeter-totter, you will win
the debate.
Theology has not
escaped this phenomenon.
An article that recently
crossed my desk noted how
a few “theologians” were
trying to get the Roman
Catholic Church to change
its position on the ordination of women using debate
-by-numbers tactics. The
organizers of the movement were trying to get

more and more people to
join their side.
While we might
approve of a non-violent
movement for political or
physical freedom, there is
great danger in the democratization of theology. The
image of a bunch of poor,
miserable sinners piling on
to our side of the teetertotter, trying to lift the Almighty God off the ground,
is ludicrous. If our protests
against the Word of God
had to be registered by
standing outside the gates
of heaven with home-made
posters decrying the injustice of the Ten Commandments, we might choose to
stay home. Such a revolt is
obviously absurd.
In this sense our
rebellion against God is not
like the revolutions taking
place in Egypt, Bahrain, or
Libya, where the opposition
at least admits they are
trying to overthrow the
current leader. Instead we
try to avoid the appearance
of a direct challenge to
God. We act as if we keeping the Church up to date,
that the Bible needs a
twenty-first century edi-

1

Montana district—LCMS
30 Broadwater Avenue
Billings, MT 59101
tion. If the majority of people think that homosexuality is not a sin, or that abortion is a woman’s right, or
that the man has evolved
from apes, then, we argue,
doctrine should be adjusted
to fit the will of the people.
Thankfully,
God
will not abdicate. He will
not change His ways or His
Word. “Thus says the Lord,
the God of Israel: Write in a
book all the words that I
have
spoken
to
you.” (Jeremiah 30:2) God
has spoken – in the life,
death and resurrection of
His Son, Jesus. Since the
entire Scripture is about
Jesus, changing the Word of
God is not going to be to
our benefit. That is why
God had His Word delivered not only as the living
Savior, but also as a written
Word. When we read the
Scripture we can be assured
that we hear the very voice
of God. He has spoken so
that we can live.
District President
Terry Forke

Hobson Church Found

Calendar of Events

Follow-up to the article in the Reflections, Dec. 2010 Issue

February
21-24

Council of Presidents, St. Louis

23-25

Business Management Conf.

March
7-13

National Lutheran Schools Week

6

Official Visit : Mt Calvary/Zion, Polson/St. Ignatius

20

Official Visit: St. Peter, Whitefish

April
1-2

School Administrator Conference, Great Falls
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Official Visit: St. Paul/Zion, Havre/Chinook

17

Office Visit: Our Savior, Stevensville

29-5/5 Council of Presidents

Rev. Arlo Pullmann, the pastor at St. John in Laurel, remembers stories of his grandfather, who,
along with other workers on the Great Northern
Railway, bought land in Glacier Park and built
cabins there. When his grandfather died, the
Pullmann family was required to sell the land
back to the Park Service. The cabin was dismantled and rebuilt in the Little Belt Mountains.

Pastors from Montana tour the new
library while at Fort Wayne Seminary Symposium

Only a couple hours away, in Hobson, a couple
was dismantling the St. John Church. The wood
was sold and then used as flooring in the cabin,
and somehow Marj Pullmann, Rev. Pullmann’s
mother, ended up with the offering plates. From
there she donated them to the District Office,
only to be discovered by the district secretary,
searching for answers on what happened to St.
John’s church in Hobson.

Calls
On Sunday, January 30,
Trinity, Great Falls, by
God’s gracious guidance, issued a call to
Pastor Herbert Mueller
III of Amherst, Nebraska. Please keep both
Pastor and congregation in your prayers.

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Hobson, built in
1916 and closed in 1971, had been donated to
another LCMS church across the state, only to
disappear before it could make the 400 mile journey. But at least some of it made it at least 100
miles out of Hobson.

Installation of President Forke at Trinity Lutheran in
Harlowton, January 23. Back row (L-R): Pastors Richholt,
Rinderknecht, Forke, Pullmann, and Lane. Front row (LR): Pastors Zoeller, Wendt, Grunst, and Thompson.
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Did you know that the LCMS owns the oldest Christian radio station in
America? KFUO in St. Louis has excellent Lutheran based programs, Bible studies and preaching, along with some very good music. The Bible studies are hosted by Rev. Chuck Rathert and feature many pastors who join him in teaching
relevant and thorough Book and topical studies. A daily program hosted by
Pastor Tom Baker discusses the theological distinctions between Law and Gospel. KFUO also offers many daily and weekly devotions and programs specifically
for children, teens and women. KFUO’s web address is www.kfuo.org. Most
programs on KFUO take calls from listeners and will answer questions on air.
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Threads of Gold
Department of History and Archives
Rev. J.C. Menagh, Archivist
A continuation of the Lewistown Archives Translation
Until now I had always preached north of the
city of Lavina, but on 14 June 1912 we had our worship
service in the city of Lavina, and that was actually in the
schoolhouse. The only time I held a worship service in
the city of Roundup was held in the Congregational
church. The first worship service in the city was on 19
September at eight o'clock in the evening in the German language, in which four listeners were present.
The collection brought $1.10. Even though the beginning was slow, later on the visiting of the worship services became slightly better so that closer to 20 listeners were present. Even though the city of Roundup be
reached by rail, the work did not grow much.

10-DAY “Biblical Tour of
Israel” October 26—
November 4, 2011
Join Pastor Tom & Miriam
Krause on their 10th Holy
Land trip as they visit some
new exciting sites (like
Jacob’s well), and many "old
favorites" (in Galilee, Jerusalem and Bethlehem). Optional Jordan and Petra extension.
BASIC TOUR COST from Chicago is $2,695.

Until now I worked entirely only in the south
and east of Lewiston. On 26 September 1912 I should
one time go to the west and north of Lewistown were
several Lutherans has settled. On 26 September at
eight o'clock in the evening I held the first English worship service in Stanford, 50 miles West, where six adult
persons had come together. On 28 September I traveled to Hilger by train from Hilger to Fullerton with wagon and horse and on 29 September in the afternoon I
held a German and English worship service. The worship service was visited by 40 listeners in the collection
brought five dollars. The five dollars was given to me to
go to the worship service of the Germans. The first
worship service in Fullerton, now Bear Spring, started in
the house of Mr. C. W. Brinkman.

With taxes ($505) & tips
($150) the total cost is
$3350.00. We will give travel
prices available from all cities
upon request. Price includes
airfare, 4-star hotels, daily
buffet breakfast and dinner,
modern motor coach and
licensed guide & driver, entrance to all sites and a Sea of
Galilee boat ride.

In Lewistown the Presbyterians had built themselves a new church and so we also on 6 October held
our worship service in their new church. We remained
there until the fall of 1914.

Serving Jews and Arabs in
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, &
Jericho.

Pastor Julius Cloeter visited Montana in the fall
of the year 1912, where he also traveled to Lewistown,
but did not find me at home. But we finally met on the
evening of 21 November, in Roundup, where I held a
worship service the very same evening.
In the years 1911 in 1912 I served the following preaching stations: Lewistown, Judith Gap, Harlowton, Lavina both in the city and North East of Lavina,
Roundup and to preaching stations north of Roundup,
Hobson, Stanford and Fullerton.

Continued Next Issue
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WE VISIT LUTHERAN MINISTRIES

IF INTERESTED
We will send a color copy of
the brochure, itinerary, cost
details, and registration
form. Contact Pastor Tom &
Miriam Krause, 913-906-9976
(home) - 913-638-8271 (cell),
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Is it Your Turn? (For an Intern?)
Last summer Grace Lutheran Church in Hamilton enjoyed 10 weeks with Alissa Asmus,
an intern through the church worker program of Concordia University, Wisconsin.
Alissa’s family is from Sioux Falls, SD where
her father is a pastor. With interest in both
missions and youth, a penchant for adventure, and a love for Christ and His people,
Alissa was a blessing to us all.
Within a matter of days she had our youth
painting big Bumble Bees, Bee Hives and
singing “J-J-J-J-Joy”. Because she was here to
help direct our VBS, some of our youth were
able to help with VBS at the Clark Fork Mission with Pastor and Mrs. Nicolaus.
Other adventures included an all-nighter, a
swashbuckling night of fencing, taught by
our member Gwen Bloedel, and an after-

On December 26,
2010 cousins Brander Levvin McCollum
and Ayden Ilene
Middlemist were
baptized at Zion
Lutheran Church, St.
Ignatius.

noon of “Faith and Freedom,” where
our youth learned about several historic guns: a falling block Sharpes 45-70,
an M-1 Garand, classic hand guns, a
percussion cap and ball plains rifle,
along with a couple other shoulder
bruisers. Only in Montana!
As we look forward to another summer
of smiles and growth in God’s grace, I
realize what a gift it is to live in Montana amidst God’s good people. I know
that an intern experience will be lifechanging, for the intern and for your
congregation! Think about the possibilities (congregations could even share
the experience and the intern), and
thank God for the opportunities and
the workers He will raise up in the
church.

One of the Thursday
crews from Mt. Calvary at the Country
Store in Polson. Pictured left to right,
Loretta
Chambers,
Kathy Scott, Joanne
Unger, Hazle Heth.

Dustin McCollum,
holding Sadler
McCollum, Shannon
Middlemist
McCollum holding
Brander McCollum,
Pastor Kyle Whale,
Reece Middlemist,
Katelyn Middlemist
holding Ayden Middlemist.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Belgrade, Montana -Sanctity of Life display in front of church.
All praise and glory to our gracious God
Who gives and sustains Life and Eternal
Life through Jesus Christ our Savior. May
we never tire of defending the unborn,
elderly and all people in their right to life.
The sign states: Each Cross = 1,000,000
American children who were not allowed
the right to live since 1973.
“He gathers the lambs in his arms and
carries them close to His heart; he gently
leads those that have young.”
Isaiah 40:11
Holy Trinity Lutheran Wednesday Ladies’ Bible
Class in Belgrade, growing in faith as they study
“The Angel Of The Lord” (Old Testament PreIncarnate Christ).

Ten area churches
supply volunteers to
stock and service the
thrift store on Main
Street.
This is a
great opportunity to
meet the community,
other church goers,
and supply an ongoing wealth of second hand goods as well as free Christian materials. Funds are used for
numerous community efforts as well as to the churches involved. Open Mon-Friday from
10-4...Stop in sometime for your own treasure hunt!
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