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He Who Endures To the End Will Be Saved
Smoke burned my eyes and throat. From Deer Lodge, all
through the Clark Fork canyon, a thick curtain of cremated
western forests hung in the air. News bulletins warned the
public to remain indoors, and to avoid physical exercise. Yet,
when I arrived in Missoula, the stadium lights were on.
Nothing could stop the Griz that evening; not the smoke, not
the heat, not health care professionals, not even North
Dakota. And the 26,000 fans, gulping palpable portions of
woodland with every cheer, were with them every step of the
way, enduring to the end.

This calls for endurance; “the one who endures to the end,” is
no idle threat. Christians will be hated, persecuted, and
fooled. Some will die. Others will fall away from Christ and
betray their brothers. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved.

This calls for endurance. But what is the source of such
strength? I suppose there were countless motivations for the
continuation of Saturday’s game, (ESPN dollars not being the
least among them), but gasping grid-ironers, and choking
cheerers had to reach somewhere inside of themselves to find
This interesting experiment in human perseverance provides a what they needed to keep going.
contemporary challenge to the Christian Church. How is it that
Not so for the Christian. In fact, our endurance comes not
we can be so willing to endure dangerous circumstances to
from within but from without.
view a football game, yet scatter at the least hint of danger
when confessing our faith? It is not just football. We endure “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
hours in the car to visit family, but cannot make it 15 minutes witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is
to Church. We put up with all the “jerks” at work, but won’t
set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
sit in the pew with the fellow who offended us last Sunday.
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
Our tiny reservoir of endurance does not bode well for the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
future. Persecution of the Church, and of individual Christians,
the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1–2)
is bound to increase. It will not be easy to be a Christian in the
Dear brother and sister in Christ, you will endure the
coming years. For Christians, in the United States at least,
tribulation that is to come, not by a strength that is within you,
these are the days that Jesus predicted.
but by the endurance of Christ. The endurance with which we
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to
run the race issues from the endurance of the cross. Jesus has
death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s
endured all suffering on your behalf so that through faith in
sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another
Him, no matter how thick the smoke of persecution may
and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and become, you will endure to the end.
lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased,
the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to
Rev. Terry Forke
the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all
Montana District President
nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:9–14).
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Around the District

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Paul Cain of Immanuel Lutheran,
Sheridan WY has declined the call to First
Lutheran Church, Missoula.

18-22 Council of Presidents,
St. Louis

Trinity, Superior is in the call process.

25-26 Planning Meeting, Great Falls

October

27

Trinity, Harlowton
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Official Visit: Mt. Calvary,

Triple parish St. Paul, Lewistown, Trinity,
Stanford and Our Savior, Denton is in the call
process.
Rev. Timothy Gordish of St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Ronan has accepted the position of
Chaplain at a federal prison in Danbury,
Connecticut.

Colstrip
11

Trinity, Harlowton

12

Board of Directors Meeting,
Billings

14-16 Pastor’s & Teacher’s Conference,
Kalispell
18

Official Visit: Mt. Calvary,
Polson

25

Trinity, Harlowton

Fall 2015 Important Dates
September 11-12
Pastor’s Wives Retreat, Mt. Olive, Billings
October 24
The 2016 LCMS National Youth Gathering is
coming quickly! It will be July 16-20th, 2016 in
New Orleans, Louisiana. It is an amazing
opportunity for the young people of our
congregations to join in fellowship with other
LCMS youth and spend time in study and
worshiping Christ. Amanda Adams, DCE at Grace
Lutheran in Hamilton will be serving as your
District Coordinator for the event. If you have any
questions about the gathering, registration, or
have youth interested in joining another group
please contact her at (406) 363-1924 or
Amanda.Adams.DCE@gmail.com. Additional
information can be found online at
www.lcmsgathering.com.

Church Planting Workshop,
Mt. Olive, Billings
To read
September’s
newsletter,
please visit:
http://
www.lcms.org/
page.aspx?
pid=1308#rstm
newsletter
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The Gospel in Ghana
Excerpts from Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson’s August Newsletter

Past, Present, Future …
August has come and gone. It was a busy month for us in which we
were able to visit 10 congregations and 1 pastor. We had a
wonderful time traveling to Northwest Montana, where we visited
several congregations and spend some time in Glacier National Park
(which we had never seen!). Thank you for your ongoing support by
your prayers and financial gifts as we prepare to go to Ghana. We
are truly humbled by your faith, and the fruit which that faith
produces: your desire for the spreading of God’s Word, and your
generosity and care for us.
Doug has kept busy preparing sermons and performing the many
administrative tasks that come along with our network support building. Angie keeps very busy supporting him in
that work and working fulltime. She anticipates completing her full-time work by the end of October. In the midst of
all this, we both are keeping busy with household preparations – sorting, packing, and preparing our house for
whatever we are going to do with it.
We learned that we will be going to Texas to attend the Graduate Institute of Applied Linguistics (GIAL) from January
– May 2016. We will take classes about African culture and linguistics. This will be good preparation for us. We are
working on filling out our applications for the school, and making housing arrangements for that time. Because of
this, we anticipate deployment sometime shortly there-after.
Our son Richard continues his work at Costco and is training for a supervisory position. He continues to enjoy hiking,
running, and camping through the summer. He is training for another marathon. Our daughter, Krista, is settling well
in Bismarck, ND, where she is working as a law clerk. She has a German Shepherd puppy named Meeka, who we call
the Raptor, because she has a long snout with lots of sharp teeth that hangs open, ready to chomp! We all look
forward to a Labor Day weekend together.
We hope this newsletter finds you well, and we pray the Lord’s continued blessing in your lives. The Lord bless you
and keep you.
Your Missionaries to Ghana,
Pastor & Angie Thompson

Please check us out on Facebook and “Like” us at:
www.facebook.com/Meansofgrace

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Douglas & Angela Thompson, you may
send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Please make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include
“Thompson-Ghana” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through
the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/thompson.
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God’s Hand in Life’s Twists and Turns
By Heidi D. Sias
What do Mill Neck, New York; Chicago, Illinois; and Colstrip, Montana all have in common? All of these places now play an
important role in the completion of my deaconess internship as I work toward my deaconess certification.
Several years ago, before I was married, I started the deaconess program at Concordia University Chicago. After learning that
most of my credits from my Master’s degree in Religion from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, would transfer, I
began to start working on the remaining requirements to become a deaconess. I completed my hours of fieldwork and
deaconess intensives, and all that remained was an internship and a final capstone class. About that time I began dating my
husband, John, whom I married in 2008. In 2009, John completed his studies at the seminary and was called to serve as pastor
here in Montana. A deaconess internship became a difficult proposition at that point, so I put it aside as I worked on my
vocation of pastor’s wife. This past April, however, the topic came back to the forefront when a pastor I once worked with in
deaf ministry talked to me about a possible remote part-time internship. Things came together quickly and by the end of May I
started my part-time internship with Mill Neck Family of Organizations and with the Mount Calvary/Concordia/Trinity Lutheran
Churches triparish arrangement.
So what exactly am I doing for my internship while living in Colstrip, almost 2000 miles away from one of the internship sites? I
will be working to help Mill Neck, a registered service organization of the LCMS, in its mission “to enhance the quality of life for
people who are Deaf, or who have other special communication needs, through excellence in individually designed
educational, vocational or spiritual programs and services.” Mill Neck provides deaf education through their school; provides
early childhood services; provides community services for adults and children; provides audiology and interpreter services; and
develops and disseminates resources for deaf ministry, congregations, and training for religious interpreters. I’ll be working
primarily for this last “arm” of Mill Neck, its Lutheran Friends of the Deaf branch, in three main ways. First, I’ll be translating the
Lutheran Service Book liturgy and psalms at the front of the hymnal into sign language in the form of a gloss (a written version
of what is to be signed), which Mill Neck will, Lord willing, publish later for use in congregations. Second, I will be organizing a
church interpreter program at Mill Neck to be held in the summer of 2016 to help interpreters improve their skills in church
interpreting. Third, I will represent Mill Neck at various conferences, conventions, and congregations in our region to spread
the word about what Mill Neck is doing to serve the deaf here in the United States as well as around the world in several other
countries including China, Brazil, Ethiopia, Kenya, India, and others. I will also be serving in other ways as needs arise such as in
grant research and writing, teaching, and so forth. For the other portion of my part-time internship, I will be working for the
local triparish that my husband serves in Colstrip, Forsyth, and Hysham. I will be helping my husband with various
administrative duties and works of mercy to free him up to do his Word and Sacrament Ministry as he proclaims the Gospel of
Christ.

Deaconess Intern Heidi Sias (center) stands with Deaconess Tiffany Manor (left) and Deaconess Kristin
Wassilak (right) in front of Mill Neck Manor
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The Great Falls Tea Party organized a protest against Planned Parenthood on Saturday morning in keeping with the
National STOP PLANNED PARENTHOOD Protest. Three of officers are members of Trinity. (Rudy and Judy Tankink
and Barbara Going). People from around the area, all kinds of churches were involved. Our two LCMS pastors and
another pastor from Cascade came out. Our final number was 120. We had 11 from Trinity, 2 from Peace.

Judy and Rudy Tankink made buttons (pictured
below). All 100 button were distributed during the
protest.

Synod President Urges Day of Prayer to End Abortion
Harrison encourages Lutherans to Pray for Life, Sept. 12
(excerpt)
ST. LOUIS - The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) President
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison today urged the pastors and members of
more than 6,100 Missouri Synod congregations nationwide to
participate in a day of prayer Sept. 12, as part of the National Day of
Remembrance for Aborted Children.

To find your local LFL
chapter go to: http://
www.lutheransforlife.org/
about/chapters and-lifeteams/

Last month, thousands of people - including many LCMS members gathered at Planned Parenthood locations across the United States.
Together, they participated in a National Day of Protest, speaking out
against the murder of tiny babies still within their mothers' wombs.
The entire text of the letter is available at
http://blogs.lcms.org/2015/harrison-encourages-lutherans-to-kneelbefore-the-crucified-one, and information about LCMS' ongoing
advocacy on life issues is available at http://www.lcms.org/life.
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~Mission and Mercy~
Excerpts from the Preus Family’s August 2015 Newsletter

One Thing is Needful
We live in a noisy world. And it’s far worse than loud music, whistling trains in the middle of the night, crowded
markets, and seventeen-month-old babies. The noise that squashes the hearing of the gospel is the noise we
ourselves generate every day simply by being busy. People are worried about so many things. We are so busy, in
fact, that the only free time we have we dedicate to worrying about what else we need to do that we haven’t done
and how we’re going to pay for it. What we need is leisure. Silence.
In Luke, chapter 6, Jesus praises Mary for learning in silence, while he gently reprimands Martha for making too
much noise: “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is needful. Mary has
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”
Jesus’ message works against the grain of our entire thinking process. If there’s one thing we know, or think we
know, it’s how to get things done. Martha, and not Mary was “getting things done.” And yet, absolutely nothing
Martha worked for, nothing she got all anxious about, nothing she invested in—as worthy as her intentions were
and as dearly as she loved her Lord—none of these things amounted to a hill of beans compared to the pure
silence in which her sister devoted herself to Jesus’ words.
Jesus’ words give us peace and rest. The world is full of trouble. But as shaky as things may appear at times, Jesus is
the Rock of our salvation (Psalm 62:2), a true anchor for the soul (Hebrews 6:9). As loud as our lives can get, we are
confident that Jesus’ message of forgiveness of sins will be preached and heard all over the world—here at home,
abroad in the Dominican Republic, and in every nation under the sun, where people are overwhelmed by the
racket of their sin. Mary chose the one thing that will never be taken away from her. We, too, whenever we choose
to support our missionaries who preach “peace and quiet” to the nations, are investing in the one thing that will
never be taken away from us. God grant us an abundant harvest for Jesus’ sake!
Prayer Requests

For updates on the Preus Family visit:
https://www.facebook.com/ Preus.Dominican

Give thanks for the work that
is already being done in the
Dominican Republic by the
grace of God.

and check out the Latin American facebook page at: Pray for the pastors,
https://www.facebook.com/ LCMSLAC

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS.
Include “Preus-Dominican” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given
securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/preus.
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deaconesses, and the entire
missionary team currently
working in the Dominican
Republic, along with their
families.
Pray for the Preuses as they
travel to raise support for
their mission work in the
Dominican Republic.

Stephanie Edgar was installed as the 8th grade teacher at Trinity
Lutheran School, Billings, on August 23rd

Pastor Daniel Keinath was installed as Associate Pastor to Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, on August 9th (Top row from left
to right: Pastor Robert Lane, Pastor Ken Zoeller, Pastor Bruce Zagel, Pastor Daniel Jacobs, Pastor Herb Schiefelbein, Pastor
Daniel Rinderknecht
Bottom row from left to right: Pastor Arlo Pullman, Pastor Terry Forke, Pastor Daniel Keinath, Pastor Joshua Keinath

Deaconess Sonja Reeves with Deaconess
Lorraine Roach from Kamiah Idaho

Sonja Reeves was commissioned and installed
as Deaconess to First Lutheran Church,
Missoula, on August 30th. (From left to right:
Pastor Terry Forke, Sonja Reeves, Pastor Mark
Christensen, Pastor Kent Stenzel
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Daniel Lerud, (born August 18th, 2015), was baptized on
August 23rd at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Belgrade
by grandpa Pastor Bruce Linderman.
His parents Danny and Hannah and aunt Jessica praise
God for His marvelous gift of eternal life to Isaac through
Christ Jesus our Lord

Sylvester James Klingaman was baptized on July 26th at Zion Lutheran in Chincook. (Pictured L to R: Robert
Klingamn (Sponser), Emma Klingaman, Bobby Klingaman, Pastor Mark Schultz, Quirt Klingaman, Ethan
Klingaman,and Larry Klingaman)
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