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“Speaking the Truth in Love”
“Every seasoned politician is good at answering a difficult question with the answer to something entirely different.” i I suspect that
anyone who has watched the recent Presidential Candidate debates would agree with Ms. Collins’ assessment of the most recent round.
It is disconcerting to think that the next President of the United States may have such a flexible relationship with the truth. Giving the
answer to a question that has not been asked is just one of the ways we mock truth. But, given the political nature of the season, it
reminds us how relevant an understanding of truth is. Truth touches every element of our lives, from politics, to personal relations, to
paradise.
While we may despair of the truth on the national political stage we are less embarrassed by our own detours around the truth. From
outright lies, to spins, to ambiguities, to artful avoidances, we are quite adept at preserving self-interest as opposed to truth. Please do
not dodge this charge. I offer it in deepest sympathy because I know that you, like me, have suffered both from not hearing the truth and
from not speaking the truth.
It will not take you long to recall the last, or perhaps the most painful, time that you were on the receiving end of a lie. A parent, a
child, a friend, a boss, a co-worker, abandoned the truth, and you were caught in the vicious grip of deception. There you may still reside,
unwilling to trust the words of anyone else. It may take a little longer, but you must also confess that your commitment to truth has been
less than stellar. You may have thought it necessary at the time, but you failed to count the cost; the widespread pain, the loss of friends
and your reputation of trustworthiness.
This adherence to deception happens within the Christian congregation. It happens between members. It happens between Pastor
and people. It happens between congregation and community. It gives birth to disrespect for the Gospel. This is evident because the
Gospel is the Word of truth. (Ephesians 1:13) It is evident because falsehood originates in the one who opposes the Gospel. (John 8:44)
The first casualty of sin is truth. (Genesis 3:4)
The Apostle Paul presents an entirely different picture of the Christian congregation. “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” [Ephesians 4:15–16 (ESV)] And
again, “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of
another.” [Ephesians 4:25 (ESV)] Truth is not the prerogative of politicians. It is the lifeblood of the Church. By it we grow up into Jesus,
who is the truth.
Whatever truth this column may contain, this is the Word you need to hear. Jesus is your truth. I can imagine that having read rants
for truth like this one, you have previously committed yourself to telling the truth, only to have failed. Despair for truth in politicians is
nothing compared to despair for truth in yourself. There is only one solution, Jesus. His commitment to the truth could not be
compromised. It led all the way to the cross and on to the resurrection. In Him your deceptions are dead, your lies laid to rest, your
falsehoods forgiven. In Jesus, truth lives in you because He is alive.
Rev. Terry Forke
MT District President
________________________________
i

Collins, Gail. “Oh, Those Debating Republicans” The New York Times - Oct 28, 2015.

District President’s Calendar
Nov

1

Around the District

Official Visit: Mt. Calvary, Colstrip

Pastor Chap Schopp will be installed at Emmaus
Lutheran Mission, Big Timber, on November 8th at 4
p.m.

Pastor Sias’ Installation
8

Trinity, Harlowton

8

Emmaus Lutheran Mission,
Big Timber Installation & Dedication
at 4 p.m.

9

Winkel at Trinity, Billings

First Lutheran Church, Missoula, has extended a Call to
Pastor David Johnson of Zion Lutheran Church in
Palmyra, MO.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call process.
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson
Falls has extended a Call to Pastor Timothy Koch of
Concordia Lutheran Church in Cresbard, SD

16-18 Council of Presidents, Atlanta
19-20 Mission Summit, Georgia

Dec

22

Trinity, Harlowton

29

Official Visit: Mt. Calvary, Polson

13

Trinity, Harlowton

14

Winkel at Christ the King, Billings

16

Chapel at Trinity Lutheran School,
Billings, at 8:30 a.m.

20

Official Visit: Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Stevensville

27

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Joshua Hayes of St. John Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Crete, NE, has declined the Call to triple
parish St. Paul, Lewistown, Trinity, Stanford and Our
Savior, Denton.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, is in the call process.
Pastor Kyle Whaley is serving as the vacancy pastor.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, is in the call process
for a Director of Christian Education.
Rev. Noah Fremer of dual parish, St. John, Fairfield and
Zion Lutheran, Power has declined that Call from Peace
Lutheran Church in McCook, NE.
Rev. Ryan Wendt of Christ the King, Billings, has
declined the Call from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
in Baxter, MN.

Fall 2015 Important Dates
November 8
Pastor Schopp Installation and Dedication of Emmaus Lutheran Mission at 4 p.m.
November 22
Refugee Sunday
November 26
Happy Thanksgiving
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On Wednesday, October 7th, Chief Rich St John and his
staff of the Billings Police Dept. met with President
Forke and Southern Circuit Pastors to receive cards of
encouragement and coffee gift cards. President Forke
led a short devotion on their Godly vocation and led the
group in prayer before passing out the cards.

On Wednesday, November 4th,
Chief Mike Linder and his staff of
the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s
Dept. met with Southern Circuit
Pastors to receive cards of
encouragement and coffee gift
cards. Pastor Wendt led a short
devotion on their Godly vocation
and led the group in prayer before
passing out the cards

PASTORS PASS ON THE PAST
Snapshots of Montana District History
Lively Lessons
By: Rev. Mark Grunst
This December will mark 24 years of living in Montana. Not the Last Best Place but The Best Place to live under Christ’s mercy each day.
Here are a couple lessons that we have experienced.
1. The weather lesson: Expect the unexpected. In our first winter, we traveled to Bozeman to visit friends on a bright sunny day in Billings.
But Bozeman Pass trapped us with a dozen semi-trucks and over twenty cars. Snow blinded and frustrated efforts to climb the pass. No
chains on our rear drive Suburban kept us at the mercy of the storm. Eventually we got over the pass and when we returned a day later,
the sun was brilliant as it bounced off the piled high snow as we reentered the pass on our way home. Now each time the Bozeman Pass is
driven, I recall the Lord’s beauty and power from the first time we encountered it.
2. The Mileage Lesson: This isn't the Midwest where I grew up. In southwestern Minnesota there seems to be a town and an LCMS church
every seven to twenty miles. Towns and our Lutheran congregations were simply a short drive to attend school events and church events.
Not so in Montana. When our children were in high school sports, they would go on overnight trips for volleyball and basketball games. As
parents we would travel up to four hours one way to cheer on our team and then travel another four hours back to reach home. Not a
short trip. Another time, a synodical executive wanted me travel to our district congregations to encourage them to support ongoing
education for pastors. I asked if I could contact them by phone. He said, “No, we want you to visit in person.” I responded that some of our
churches are up to eight hours away. He was quiet for a moment. Then he said, “I guess you may use the phone.” Many in the Midwest do
not realize that this Is BIG Sky country.
3. Forgiveness. Congregational vacancies provided an opportunity for me to serve various sister congregations and see forgiveness in
action. On one Sunday morning while preparing for worship with Vicar Mark Lovett at Christ the King in Billings, a young man came in and
introduced himself by name, shook our hands and then spoke these words, “I'm the one who burned down this church. If I may, could I
apologize to the people here and ask for their forgiveness?” What a way to begin worship that centers upon Christ’s forgiveness for ALL!
The man sat through the service and then at the conclusion I introduced him to the congregation. He confessed his wrong and asked for
their forgiveness. It was very quiet as they took in his words. I told the members that if they so desired they could greet him and personally
forgive him, but if they felt they could not do so that would be understandable. I remembered watching the members individually greet
him and forgive him! There were tears, hugs and compassionate words shared with this young man. A powerful activity of forgiveness in
action.
There are many more lessons that can be recalled. Maybe the opportunity will present itself again. Until that time the good Lord will guide
us through more lively lessons while living in The Best Place.
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News from the Schlund Family preparing to serve the Lord in Mexico City
Excerpts form Rev. Andrew and Kelsey Schlund’s October Newsletter
Visiting our Vicarage Congregation
In July of 2012, Andrew began his vicarage at Zion Lutheran Church in Litchfield, Illinois. Little did we know that we
would one day return to Zion to share about our call to serve the Lord in Mexico City! Andrew was thrilled to preach
in a familiar pulpit, and we were both excited to see many friendly and familiar faces. While a lot has changed in our
lives and at Zion since vicarage, Zion's care for their "vicar" remains the same. We have been greatly blessed in our
time at Zion.

Thank you so much for all of your prayers and support! We are excited that you are partners with us in the spreading
of the Gospel in Mexico.
May God bless you in your work to extend His kingdom!

Andrew, Kelsey, and Charlotte Schlund

To support God’s work in Mexico through the Schlund Family you may send a tax-deductible
gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks “Schlund –
Mexico”.
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page
at lcms.org/schlund.

For more information, please visit the Schlund’s Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/theschlunds
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Our Montana Missionaries
Please continue your prayerful support of our Montana Missionaries and consider supporting them financially as
they go forth to proclaim the Gospel
Rev. David and Jennifer Preus-Dominican Republic
Rev. Andrew and Kelsey Schlund-Mexico
Rev. Eric and Johanna Stinnett-Ethiopia
Rev. Doug and Angela Thompson-Ghana
Rev. David and Shelee Warner-Spain
To support God’s work you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Mark checks “Last Name-Location Serving”.
For example: “Preus-Dominican Republic”
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online giving page
at lcms.org/last name of missionary
For example: lcms.org/Thompson

Excerpts from: Pastor’s Pen
Reflections on the work of Dr. Ravi Zacharias
By Rev. Bob Mitchell
One of the more popular sayings in our post modern world is, “Truth is relative.” By definition this requires that truth is
always relative. By postulating this, people are attempting to state that there is no such thing as truth. The supposition is that there
are no absolutes. Thus, everything depends on how a person views the situation. What I view as truth is simply my interpretation
based on how I feel. Thus, two people can view the same data and draw two conclusions. Since truth is relative, both conclusions
are equally valid.
However, it is imperative that we first explore the saying, “Truth is relative.” Does that include the statement itself? If the
statement, truth is relative, is included that means that the statement itself is not always true and is, therefore, sometimes false.
But how can something be true or false if there is no basis for measurement or analysis. On what basis can we make a judgment if
there is nothing absolute on which to base our conclusion? So, how can we know if that statement is true? On the other hand, if the
statement is not included, that means it is always true, and the statement contradicts itself because it has just stated an absolute
truth. The statement emphatically denies it own reason for existence.
If truth is always relative, does that mean that ALL truth is relative? To believe this is just plain silly. We know that ALL truth
is not relative. An example is gravity. We know that there is gravity. Denying the truth of gravity will not make gravity any less true.
Thus, we must conclude that just SOME truth is relative. But how does one judge which truth is relative and which is not relative?
“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is
written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.” (1
Corinthians 1:18-29)
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2016 Synodical Convention
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod will be meeting in convention in eight months. Since the
congregations of the Synod are the basic units of the Synod it is important for you to pay attention and to
participate in the convention. There are many ways to participate.
Pray. Please pray for a Spirit of wisdom and of faithfulness to God’s Word. Powerful forces are at work to
take the Synod off track, to have it conform to the ways of the world, to move it to abandon long-held
truths. Every single member of our Synod can pray that God will keep us faithful.
Encourage. Circuit representatives have been elected. Please keep them in your prayers as well, and
encourage them in their duties. Montana Circuit delegates are:
Divide- Marcus Zoeller and Pastor Jason Toombs.
Eastern- T.R. Halvorson and Pastor John Frahm.
Flathead- Frank Delgado and Pastor Chris Tabbert.
Southern- Tom Ebel and Pastor Ryan Wendt.
Western/Central- Steve Jarvis and Pastor Kevin Peterson.
Read. In order to inform your prayers, keep yourself up to date on the concerns of the day. Read the
Lutheran Witness and the Reporter. Ask your Pastor to discuss the issues that will come before the
convention.
Vote. Not every member, but every congregation has some opportunity to vote for the next President of the
Synod. That vote will take place electronically during the month of June. Your congregation’s voting
delegates are your Pastor, and the lay delegate to last summer’s District convention. Please make your
interests known to them.
Speak. Every congregation has the opportunity to address overtures to the convention. An overture is a
formal request for the consideration of a specific action. A template for the formation of overtures can be
found on the Synod website. Pastors and elders can take the lead in the development of overtures. There
are at least four very significant issues to come before this convention. I hope that Montana’s voice can be
heard on at least these issues.
The question of “Lay Deacons” serving in Word and Sacrament ministries that has plagued us for 25
years must be addressed, by bringing it to an end.
The problem of our inability to deal with heresy must be corrected by allowing for special treatment
of cases involving the teaching of false doctrine.
The problem of Districts sponsoring independent mission projects should be answered by requiring
mission work to be done through the Synodical offices.
A focus on our identity as a Synodical Union may be addressed by limiting the size of Districts.
Watch. The convention will be online, so if you desire you can keep up with the action in real time.
For information on the 2016 Synodical Convention, please visit the LCMS website at:
http://www.lcms.org/convention
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Baptisms Make History at Trinity-Miles City
Their delivering physician termed Cade, Ian and Milo Kinsey’s birth as
“one in a million.” They were born at Billings Clinic on December 5,
2014 not simply as triplets but rare “spontaneous identical triplets”
who were conceived naturally without the use of fertility drugs. The
three were not only extra special to their parents, Jody and Jase
Kinsey, their older brother Jax, and their church family at Trinity, but
the trio became instant national and even international celebrities as
their story was broadcast around the world.
Their family in Christ rejoiced and praised God again on Mother’s Day,
May 10, 2015, when Cade, Ian and Milo made history for the
congregation of Trinity as these one in a million triplets were born
again of water and the Spirit through Holy Baptism. Now ten months
old, these identical children of God, by His grace and providence, are
doing well and growing in the knowledge of their Creator Who Himself
did more than make history but sanctified all human history by becoming human Himself and being born of a virgin. Soli Deo Gloria!

On October 25th, the annual Western Circuit Reformation service was held at
First Lutheran Church in Missoula. Pastors Vern Sandersfeld, Mark
Christiansen, Kevin Petersen, Andrew Eckert and Raymond Larson
participated in the service. Pastor Eckert was the preacher and the rest of the
pastors helped with the Liturgy and as Lectors. Members from most Western
Circuit congregations even as far as Salmon, Idaho and Thompson Falls
attended. After the service First Lutheran served a meal (sponsored by the
Board for the Classical School) and a band played German music.

On Sunday October 4th we rejoiced in the baptism of Alayna Hutchings, daughter of Danny and Makaya Hutchings,
at Emmaus Lutheran in Big Timber.
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Excerpt from Summer Quarterly Report
Chaplain Matthew Christensen March 2015: This quarter was fast and furious. My unit ramped up for several
summer field training exercises, taking full advantage of the short Alaska summer. During July and August I spent a
total of three weeks in the field with my unit as they conducted gunnery and various combined arms life fire
exercises. During this time, I had the honor of conducting several worship services and several devotions for our
Soldiers. I was also able to participate in and complete (praise be to God!!) a unit ruck march challenge that
included 14 miles of marching. The ruck march ended with a climb up Donnelly Dome, which was rather cold and
windy at the top (see photo below).

In September most of the Soldiers in my unit competed to earn the Expert Infantryman's Badge. During this
grueling event, I found many frustrated Soldiers who needed to hear some Good News. The final event of this
competition - a 12 mile ruck march! Again the Lord was gracious and allowed my an opportunity to walk with our
Soldiers on their final event to earn their EIB. This year my unit earned a record setting 66 EIBs.

For more information and to read this month’s
newsletter, please visit:
http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?
pid=1308#rstmnewsletter
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