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I Must Go On My Way
“We just kept on going by ourselves, and when they came
back online we were still perfectly coordinated. It was really
amazing.” These words, spoken to me by a member at Faith
Lutheran Church in Glasgow brought great joy to me. Allow me
to explain. Faith, is one congregation of a triple parish, together
with Trinity, Wolf Point and Trinity, Plentywood. Admirably
served by Pastor John Vallie they anchor the LCMS work in
northeastern Montana. Serving these congregations requires
many miles of travel, (300 miles round trip). So, since 2010, the
congregations have entered into an experiment unlike any other
in the Synod.

When technical difficulties interrupt their service I am sure it
is tempting for the members of Trinity, Trinity and Faith to throw
up their hands in disgust and stop. “It is just too difficult to
worship this way.” When the difficulties of sin interrupt your life
with an unending series of temptations I am sure it is tempting to
think, “Why keep going. I cannot defeat sin anyway.” Life is hard,
and holding on to faith in Jesus is difficult, especially when the
world says it is all meaningless. How do you keep going?

When Jesus heard the threats of Herod He knew they were
serious, that they were intended to throw Him off, to get Him to
end His mission. Jesus kept going. Even when it meant death,
These congregations live stream their Bible studies and
even death on a cross, Jesus kept going. “I must go on my way,”
worship services over the internet. Pastor Vallie is present in just He said. Some people think fortitude is a quality they can
one of the congregations each Sunday. The other two
exercise in order to develop it, but Jesus’ words reveal something
congregations receive the service online. Of course, everyone
more than a deeply ingrained virtue. When Jesus mentions the
would prefer to have their Pastor with them every Sunday, but
necessity of His “way,” He is pointing to a goal that motivates
since this is not possible we are using technology to help the
Him. He must go on His way in order that we might be saved.
congregations keep going.
The fortitude of faith is not innate. It is completely and wholly
Now, the words previously quoted have some context. The
gift. Without faith in Jesus all is lost. With faith in Jesus all is
member was referring to an incident when the internet service
possible. In that sense, Jesus gives the gift of faith, so that you
had cut out in the middle of the singing of a hymn. Since the
can keep going. He kept going so that you could be forgiven. You
music is also received from the distant congregation that meant
receive that forgiveness through the gift of faith. Through that
the members of Faith, Glasgow were singing alone and acapella. faith Jesus is working to keep you going.
But, they kept going.
It may not seem like much to you, but having the Divine
A lot of life seems to be like that. Despite the setbacks of sin, Service interrupted by technical difficulties is a trial, and some
we just keep going. It was even true for Jesus. “At that very hour people gave up their confession of the true doctrine rather than
some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for
endure it. To be sure each Christian endures obstacles. satan is
Herod wants to kill you.’ And he said to them, ‘Go and tell that
intent on causing you so much trouble that you don’t continue in
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and
“the way.” Jesus is faithful. He kept on going for you, and is still
tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. Nevertheless, I
going in you.
must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day
following…’” (Lk 13:31–33)
Rev. Terry Forke
MT District President
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Official Visit: Faith, Glasgow/
Trinity, Wolf Point/Trinity,
Plentywood

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call
process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

12

Trinity Lutheran School Visit,
Kalispell

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the call
process for a Minister of Music.

16

Official Visit: Our Savior, Billings

17

Board of Directors Meeting, MT
District Office, Billings

Rev. Jason Toombs, First Lutheran Church,
Helena, has received and accepted a Call to
Zion Lutheran Church in Downs, Kansas.
Rev. John Vallie and his wife were blessed with
a baby boy: Isaiah Vallie, born September 18,
2016.

18-20 Pastor’s Conference, Trinity,
Miles City
23

Trinity, Harlowton

30

Official Visit: Grace, Hamilton

Dual parish Zion in Power and St. John
Lutheran Church in Fairfield are in the call
process. Rev. Gerald Paul is serving as the
vacancy pastor.

Reformation Service: Grace,
Hamilton
Nov 6
13

Official Visit: Faith, Boulder

Tri-parish Mt. Calvary in Colstrip, Concordia in
Forsyth, and Trinity in Hysham are in the call
process. Rev. Albert Ebel is serving as the
vacancy pastor.

Trinity, Harlowton

14-18 COP: Chicago

20

Official Visit: St. John, Belfry/St.
Paul, Bridger

24

Happy Thanksgiving: Office
closed

27

Trinity, Harlowton

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.
Rev. Mark Nicolaus is serving as the vacancy
pastor.

Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum
(The Word of the Lord Endures Forever)
As we anticipate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, please
visit: http://lutheranreformation.org/ for information, resources,
history, and ways to get involved in our Church’s momentous
celebration.
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Together in Prayer: 9th Annual Pastors’ Wives Retreat
Submitted By: Heidi Sias

The Montana District Pastors’ wives were blessed beyond measure to be able to have their 9th annual retreat,
“Together in Prayer,” at the Meadow Lake Resort in Columbia Falls from Friday, September 23rd to Sunday,
September 24th. On Friday night, seventeen women gathered at the host congregation, Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Columbia Falls, for fun, fellowship, and study. The evening began with a enjoyable supper organized by
Lois Linderman and Nancy Ebel, who put on quite the spread, and ended with a “getting to know you” game
planned by Lois, where laughing was plentiful. In between these two activities, Pastor Matt Nelson, shepherd of
Our Redeemer, led the ladies in a edifying Bible study on prayer and vocation with insights from Luther and St.
Jerome, who said: “He who works faithfully prays twice.” Pastor Nelson also prepared a meditation booklet on
Creation, with readings from Job, Matthew, and Romans, as well as portions from the Small Catechism on the
first article of the Apostles’ Creed.
This booklet was especially useful the next day, when we traveled to Glacier National Park, less than 20 miles
away. At 9 am the group gathered at the Apgar Visitor Center to embark on a Red Bus Tour to Logan Pass.
Having the bus to ourselves and a stock of chocolate on board, the day was
filled with laughter and fun, even on a crisp and drizzly Fall day. The cloudcovered mountain peaks and yellow aspen trees were breathtaking despite
the weather, and the ladies enjoyed majestic views throughout the park.
With our heads in the clouds (literally) we reached Logan Pass, and after a
break to look around, we began our descent back down to then enjoy a
picnic lunch. The LWML ladies of Our Redeemer provided each of the ladies
with a healthy sack lunch filled with lots of goodies, which we enjoyed near
the Trail of Cedars after a reading of Psalm 95 and the singing of “Praise
God from Whom All Blessings Flow.” Following the bus tour, we thanked Jennifer, our driver, and headed to the
shore of Lake McDonald for a group picture and some fun skipping rocks.
The clouds began to clear and the sun broke through as we headed back to the resort to rest for a couple
hours before traveling to the home of Matt & Diane Nelson for supper and social time. The weather became
lovely just in time, as we enjoyed fellowship at the home of the Nelsons, who prepared for us a delectable feast
with appetizers, brisket, veggies from their garden, and a homemade apple cobbler for dessert. Following the
meal, the retreat coordinators, Cheryl Forke and Nanette Pullmann, presented some special gifts, including a
sincere thank you to the Nelsons for a wonderful evening. The group also expressed a heartfelt thanks to Cheryl
and Nanette for organizing another delightful pastors’ wives’ retreat. Their diligent work year after year does not
go unnoticed, and we are grateful for the opportunity to be together at the retreat. Pastor Nelson then led a
Vespers service for the group after which we all retired to the outdoors for a bonfire and some homemade apple
cider. Sunday morning we all woke up bright and early for worship together at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,
followed by hugs and farewells until next year. If you are a pastor’s wife in the Montana District, we hope that
next year you can join us too!
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Around the District
St. Paul Lutheran Church’s (Park City) email address is now: stpaulparkcity@gmail.com

Members of Peace Lutheran Church and Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf in Great Falls celebrated the
baptism of Raegan Faye Wise on September 25, 2016. Raegan is the granddaughter of David and Doris
Wise of Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf.

Pictured (L – R) Rev. Steven Schlund; Darrin & Brenda Wise (sponsors); Dirk & Kindra Wise (parents); and Raegan.

Ordinations: Rev. Richard Schneider & Rev. Kyle Winter
Below (Top L-R): Rev. Cutler, Rev. Bonine, Rev. Whaley, Rev.
Forke, Rev. Marshall
(Bottom L-R): Rev. Reiner, Rev. Schneider, Rev. Thomas, Rev.
Pullman
To the Right (Top L-R): Rev. Whaley, Rev. Reiner, Rev. Forke, Rev.
Cutler
Bottom L-R: Rev. Larson, Rev. Thomas, Rev. Winter, Rev. Tabbert,
Rev. Flannery
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Around the District
“Thank you” from King’s Kids Preschool, Columbia Falls, MT for the grant money. We purchased new
curriculum. As we are saying in the picture: “Out with the old, in with the new, but the message stays
the same”.

The Sunday school at Zion in Chinook presented study
Bibles to 4th graders on October 9, 2016.
(Back row: Janice Roth-Sunday school superintendent,
Rev. Mark Schultz
Front row (L-R): Regan Roseleip, Jenny Mord, Brockton
Elliot, Haley Neibaurer)

On October 16th, the Zion LWML hosted a farewell coffee
and cake for Patty Wass, who was leaving after 26 years of
membership.
(L-R: Carolina Hofeldt (LWML president), Diana Martin,
Patty Wass)
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God’s Reign in Spain
The Missionary Journey of Rev. David and Shelee Warner
lcms.org/warner

Evangelism by Standing Around
Saturday morning, Manolo, José Luis, (one of our seminarians), and I were standing around on the corner outside St. George
Anglican Church in Madrid, waiting, or so I thought, for Javier to join us. We were going to celebrate the Eucharist, because
Javier and Manolo couldn´t make the service we had scheduled for 5:00 p.m. in the same location. (See photo above)
As we talked, a Spanish woman was trying to read the sign on the door of St. George, which is an English speaking
congregation. She turned to us and asked us to help her translate the sign listing their services. We helped her read the sign.
Then, since we were waiting for Javier, I struck up a conversation with her.
Elena explained to me that she had thought St. George had a Saturday service. Even though her English is poor, she had
attended a couple of their Sunday services and enjoyed it. I wondered to myself if she might have seen our monthly Saturday
afternoon services, for which we rent St. George´s facility. But there was no time to ask that; I had to concentrate on her
Spanish to try to keep up with her story.
Decades ago Elena became estranged from Roman Catholicism, but recently had felt a need to return to the Church.
However, her visit with the priest at her parish went badly, and she really didn´t want to go back there. She had attended a
Sunday Mass at the Anglican Church and enjoyed it, even though it was in English. She asked me, “Are you gentlemen
Anglicans?”
“No, we´re Lutherans,” I explained, “but we do have a service today, here, at 5:00, in Spanish, and you´re very welcome to
join us.” “Lutherans?” Elena replied, “that´s like Anglican, right?” “I was surprised,” she continued, “that the service here at
St. George was so similar to the Catholic Mass.”
As my former members in Montana, as well as those of my new church in Spain all know, I don´t need to be asked twice to
tell you what I know about the history of the Liturgy. There are similarities between the various churches, and important
differences, which of course can only be explained by explaining the Lutheran difference, that is to say, the centrality of the
pure Gospel of free forgiveness for sinners in the crucified and resurrected Son of God, Jesus Christ.
I told Elena how Luther’s reforms were all about proclaiming the truth of the Gospel, but did not abandon what was good in
the Roman liturgy. After all, the Liturgy is much older than the church body centered in Rome. Luther only removed things that
contradicted the Gospel, and added congregational hymns to teach, and of course put the Liturgy into the people’s language.
Then I told Elena how the Anglicans translated Luther’s order of service, which then became a resource for the Lutherans in
the U.S. when they needed to produce an English service. So there is a reason for the similarities between the three churches’
primary services. But of course, they are not the same, and in the differences, you will find the joy of Lutheran teaching.
Talking about all this is a little trickier for me to do in Spanish, which slows me down, and probably helped my new Spanish
friend understand me. Amazingly, perhaps miraculously, Elena wasn´t scared away, and in fact asked several more questions.
We talked for several minutes, which was no problem, I thought, since we were waiting for Javier. She expressed interest in
coming to our service that afternoon.
After our conversation, I found out that Javier actually wasn´t coming, and that Manolo was pressed for time. But it was all
good. Elena said she would be back at 5:00, and Manolo, José Luis and I managed to celebrate a brief Divine Service before
Manolo had to go.
And Elena came at 5:00 p.m.! Because starting on time is not a high priority in Spain, we had time to go over the order of
service and explain how it would go. Elena was with us for our Small Catechism review right before the service, and then
participated in the service. Afterward, she was excited and thankful, expressing her pleasure at the hymns we sang, and the
clear presentation of the Word in the Liturgy and in the sermon of José Luis.
We exchanged contact information, and she went home with a book produced by the Spanish Lutheran Church, a
combination Small Catechism and Augsburg Confession, with an introduction explaining the history of Lutheranism in Spain.
She has been invited to the weekly gatherings the members in Madrid hold in their homes when I am not there. I will be in
contact with her as well, and with the Spirit´s help, she will continue to join us for worship and study, and find clarity and
comfort in Lutheran orthodoxy. And it all started with three guys, standing on a street corner, waiting for a fourth, who wasn’t
coming! Please join us in praying for Elena, that the Spirit would water and grow the seeds planted in her heart.
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Missionary Excerpts
The Preus Family: The visa (for baby Andreas) should be
processed and in our hands by Friday, September 23rd.
As soon as we receive it, we will order our tickets for
Santiago and start packing. Our hopeful departure date
is October 4th. We pray for a smooth transition, safe
travels, and a happy arrival in our new home!
The Schlund Family: Recently we started a new Bible
Study time two Thursdays every month. Currently we are
studying the life of Martin Luther through a video
program provided by Lutheran Hour Ministries. We also
had our first monthly service project by the church. We
made goodie bags consisting of tortas (sandwich),
cookies, juice, and a prayer card which we delivered to a
public hospital in an underprivileged area.

For updates and information for the Preuses:
https://www.facebook.com/ Preus.Dominican
http://www.lcms.org/preus
For updates and information for the Schlunds:
https://www.facebook.com/theschlunds
http://www.lcms.org/schlund
For updates and information for the Stinnetts:
http://www.facebook.com/stinnettsinethiopia
http://www.lcms.org/stinnett

For updates and information for the Thompsons:
www.facebook.com/Meansofgrace
http://www.lcms.org/thompson

The Stinnett Family: Classes are now in full swing and I
For updates and information for the Warners:
am settling into a weekly routine. The classes are going
http://www.godsreigninspain.org
well, I have 34 students in Personal Development and 14 http://www.lcms.org/warner
in Worship: Theory and Practice. I also have 2 students I
am advising on their Masters Thesis papers. They come to class well prepared, ask good questions and are
even eager to continue theology discussions during break time. They are diligent, energetic and looking
forward to taking their training back out to the churches when they graduate. I am blessed to be their
teacher.
The Thompsons: We continue our work of training men to be faithful pastors here at the seminary in
Sasaabi, with classes beginning next week, October 4. I will be teaching two classes, one on Reformation
History, and the second on the Book of Romans. My work as chaplain also continues as well, along with
helping a new congregation start here at the seminary (Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church). Angie
will be teaching a class on Library skills, and continuing her work in the library. The quarter will end
December 2nd. We will keep you posted as this progresses. Check out https://spark.adobe.com/page/
JHr8Wt4naBH2F/ for a slideshow of the Thompson’s weekend in Volta region.

To support God’s work you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Mark checks “Last Name-Location Serving”.
For example: “Preus-Dominican Republic”
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on our online
giving page at lcms.org/last name of missionary
For example: lcms.org/Thompson
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary
October 17th, 2016
The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, October 17 th, at the Montana District
Office for the quarterly board meeting. Items discussed included: District Reconciler appointment,
reports from the Chaplaincy and Reformation Task Forces, the 2017 District budget, student loan
repayment grants, and President Forke’s activities for the quarter. President Forke reported that he
made 7 congregational visits, 4 congregation member visits, 3 preaching visits, 1 school visit, 14 pastor
visits, 9 other district level meetings, 1 Council of Presidents meeting, 4 other Synodical level meetings,
and 2 official acts including of the ordinations and installations of Rev. Richard Schneider and Rev. Kyle
Winter. The tentative calendar for the upcoming year includes: BOD meeting-January 23rd in Billings,
BOD meeting-May 5th in Great Fall, BOD meeting-July 24th in Billings and BOD meeting-October 16th in
Billings.

Attention Commissioned Workers
Have you completed your CMIF (Commissioned Minister Information Form)?
The CMIF has replaced your LEIF. Please visit http://cwu.lcms.org to log on. Your log in information
was emailed to you around June 2, 2016. If you no longer have it, go to the above address, click on “I
don’t know my ID number” and follow the prompts to have the LCMS send you this information. The
form is comprised of personal information, academic and career information, ministry/teaching
experience, interests/experience, international experience, and a narrative ministry philosophy
section. After you have completed and submitted your CMIF, it will be reviewed by President Forke,
and released into the database upon approval.
Thank you for your time and effort in completing the CMIF!
Please contact Ruth at office@mtdistlcms.org with questions or concerns.

For more information and to read this month’s
newsletter, please visit:
http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?
pid=1308#rstmnewsletter
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Join LCMS Life Ministry as we proclaim God’s truth that all life is sacred — from the very
beginning until the natural end

Registration includes breakfast and dinner on Jan. 27; breakfast, lunch and dinner on Jan.
28; and breakfast on Jan. 29.
Conference highlights include:


Marching at the 44th-annual National March for Life in our nation’s capital;



Listening to presentations from speakers, including Dr. George Delgado, who
pioneered a protocol to reverse the abortion pill; Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, president
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; and the Rev. Jonathan Fisk, pastor of St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Oakes, N.D.



Saturday evening banquet with speaker Tim Goeglein, vice-president of external
relations for Focus on the Family;



Concert by singer Erin Bode, an LCMS member from St. Louis, following Saturday
evening banquet;



Saturday evening prayer led by Rev. Al Espinosa, who serves on the LCMS Board for
National Mission; and



Attending devotions and daily worship, including Divine Service on Sunday morning.

For more information and to register, visit:
https://calendar.lcms.org/event/2017-lcms-life-conference/
https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1838062
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so
we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we
are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes
in him purifies himself as he is pure.
1 John 3:1-3
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Synod Calendar November-December 2016
November 3rd-5th: 2016 National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference, Wichita, KS
November 6th @ 2:30-6:30 pm: Opening celebration for 500th anniversary of Reformation, CTS
November 7th @ 1-2 pm: Webinar: Whom Shall I Fear?: Strength in Times of Anxiety and Fear
November 15th-17th: Council of Presidents, Schaumburg, IL
November 17th @1-2 pm: Webinar: Using Technology for Ministry
November 17th-18th: LCMS Board of Directors, Schaumburg, IL
November 18th-19th: Commission on Constitutional Matters, Schaumburg, IL
December 8th @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Enhancing Your Congregation’s Education Efforts
December 8th-10th: Commission on Theology and Church Relations, St. Louis, MO

Christ in Culture
Explore resources to help Christians respond to current social issues at:
http://www.lcms.org/socialissues
Topics include
 Child Abuse
 Disability
 Domestic Violence
 Immigration
 Life
 Marriage
 Persecution
 Religious Liberty
 Sexuality
“There is unfolding before us a moment of opportunity for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod like
nothing ever before in our history. We have a worldwide vocation, a world that is calling us to account, to
stand and be counted for Christ. Despite all our weaknesses, we have unbelievable worldwide capacity for
the advancement of the Gospel and the Lutheran Confession. It’s a moment for courage. Shall we dare, by
faith in Christ, to seize the moment? . . . The Missouri Synod, therefore, has a collective vocation. Our
ecumenical task is to hold forth worldwide for orthodox, biblical Christianity—for the singular authority of
Holy Scripture; for the singular truth that salvation is completely by grace (a gift!) on account of Christ’s
meritorious life, death and resurrection for us; for the singular truth that this gift is grabbed hold of solely
by faith, which is itself worked completely by God through His Word.”
-President Matthew C. Harrison
“Christ in Culture.” Social Issues. The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, http://www.lcms.org/socialissues. Accessed 31 October 2016.
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The 2016 Synodical Convention passed a resolution to raise money for church work students by pitting
President Harrison’s mustache against President Forke’s. The loser, in terms of which mustache raises the
least money, will have to shave at the end of the year. Please be generous. It is for a good cause, and it
makes for a little fun at someone else’s expense.

“10 Reasons
President Harrison
Should Shave”
1. Everyone could stand to lose a little weight.
2. Montana is Cowboy country where they take their mustaches very seriously.
3. Lutherans should loosen up and have a little fun.
4. President Forke’s children have never seen him without a mustache.
5. President Harrison would demonstrate true love for his neighbor (President Forke), by shaving.
6. Leadership requires true sacrifice for the cause.
7. We want our President to give more than lip service to fund raising.
8. Without a mustache, President Harrison would look a lot like Martin Luther.
9. President Forke does have the better mustache.
10. Raising money for future Church workers is good!
Donations can be made over the phone Monday through Friday, 7:45am to 4:10pm, by calling: the LCMS
Church Information Center 888-THE- LCMS (888-843-5267) or by email at: infocenter@lcms.org.
OR
Mailing the donation form (on back) to:
Marie Muhlke
Executive Office of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 1333 South Kirkwood Road
St. Louis, MO 63122-7295
OR
Online at: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/mustache
Visit https://www.facebook.com/LCMSConvention/ for updates
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“Mustache Campaign” Donation Form
Deadline: December 31, 2016
(*) REQUIRED
Contributor Name*____________________________________________________________
Billing Address of Credit/Debit Card* ____________________________________________
City*________________________________ State*_______ Zip*_______________________
Mailing Address (if different than above)* __________________________________________
City* __________________________________ State*________ Zip*____________________
Telephone Number* ___________________________________________________________
E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________
Donation Amount ______________.00
Card is:*

 Credit Card

Check number ___________________

 Debit Card

MasterCard, VISA, Discover and American Express cards only.
Card Type*  MasterCard

 Visa

 Discover

 American Express Card

Number*____________________________________________________________________
Card Expiration Date*______/_____(CVS code on back of the card is not required)
Name as Shown on Card*________________________________________________________
Vote is for:



Rev. Matthew C. Harrison



Rev. Terry Forke

Credit donation to:
(Select ONE)



Joint Seminary Fund



Church-worker scholarships/financial aid, and



Divide between ALL CUS schools, or



Direct to ______________________________
Print specific CUS school name

Other notes/comments:
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