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 “Judge Ruth Neely, of Pinedale, Wyoming, has served as Municipal judge for 21 years. She has a track record of fairness and dedication to public 

service. In all her years serving as judge she has never been disciplined nor had a complaint filed against her.”   

 “All that changed on December 5, 2014. While hanging Christmas lights at her home she received a phone call from a reporter with the Sublette 

Examiner. The reporter asked her if she was excited to be able to begin to perform same sex marriages. Telling him her Christian belief was that 

‘marriage was the union of one man and one woman’ and that this belief precluded her from performing such weddings set off a chain of events that 

would ultimately see the Wyoming Commission on Judicial Conduct and Ethics recommending to the state Supreme Court that she be removed both 

from her position as municipal judge and Circuit court magistrate.”  

 “This drastic action was recommended even though she never was asked to perform a same sex marriage nor had ever refused to do one. Judge 

Neely’s beliefs were enough to get her into trouble, even though our constitution guarantees us the right of free speech and freedom to practice our 

faith. Currently, Judge Neely’s case is pending an appeal at the Wyoming State Supreme court.”i 

 A group of Pastors from Wyoming, as well as other parties interested in religious freedom, are now assisting Judge Neely in her defense.  We do 

not know the outcome, but we do know that these cases, challenging the religious freedom, particularly of Christians, are on the rise.  How are we to 

think about the change in atmosphere of our nation?  How are we to respond to the loss power in the cultural battles that are being played out 

before our eyes?   

 Many Christians appear to be responding in a fear that borders on panic.  Anger, name calling and threats will accomplish nothing healthy in 

terms of solutions.  Nor will such reactions benefit the life of faith for individual Christians.  Caution must also be taken when attempting to use the 

weapons of the world.  For example, the call to boycott certain companies may result in binding the consciences of Christians without a clear Word 

of God.  “Do I have to boycott Target in order to remain a Christian?”  To remain consistent, wouldn’t Christians have to boycott nearly every human 

institution, as a result of practices that are contrary to the Christian faith?  In addition, the law of unintended consequences will come into play.  

What about all the Christians who are now making a living through Target’s business?   

 Our response must be measured, mature, and thoroughly guided by the Word of God.  This subject requires a much more extensive treatment, 

but let’s begin with a few basics:   

 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 

God.  Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” Romans 13:1–2 (ESV)  God 

works through the government that He establishes.  Unless the government requires us to do something contrary to the Word of God we must 

respect the governing authorities.  Part of that respect, in our system, means voting.  This much is clear; one healthy response to the problems of our 

culture is to vote in every election.  Do not allow despair to dissuade you.  Christians can vote! 

 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 

gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14–16 (ESV)  God works through His people.  Now is not the time for Christians to circle the wagons, hide in our 

sanctuaries, and bemoan our loss of influence.  Now is a time for us to boldly live the life of faith, and to trust that God will use us for the good of His 

kingdom.  

 

Rev. Terry Forke 

MT District President 

______________________________________ 

iFrom “Wyoming Pastor’s Network” News Brief  
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District President’s Calendar 

May 1 Official Visit: Trinity, Great Falls 

  6 Board of Director’s Meeting:  

   Trinity, Great Falls 

  6-7 Standing Committee Meetings:  

   Trinity, Great Falls 

  8 Trinity, Harlowton 

  9 LFL-Memorial for Life Service:  

   Mt. Olive, Billings at 7pm 

  10-12 Dual Circuit Conference: Our  

   Savior Lutheran Church, Glendive 

  15 Official Visit: Shepherd of the  

   Valley, Salmon, ID 

  22 Trinity, Harlowton 

  27-29 Floor Committee Meetings for the 

   66th Regular Synodical   

   Convention, St. Louis, MO 

June 5 Official Visit: Living Water  

   Preaching Station, Dillon &  

   Shepherd of the Hills, Ennis 

  12 Trinity, Harlowton 

  26 Trinity, Harlowton 

Around the District 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call 
process for a pastor.  Pastor Andrew Eckert 
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

 

Candidate Rev. Richard Schneider has been 
placed at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan.  
Pastor Kyle Whaley continues to serve in the 
interim.  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the call 
process for a Minister of Music.  

 

Candidate Rev. Kyle Winter has been placed at 
The Church at Creston-Lutheran, Kalispell.  
Pastor Darold Reiner continues to serve the 
congregation. 

 

Director of Parish Education, Amanda Adams, 
of Grace Lutheran Church, Hamilton, has 
received and accepted a Call to serve as DCE of 
Christ Lutheran Church, Topeka, Kansas. 

 

Rev. Noah Fremer of St. John Lutheran Church, 
Fairfield, and Zion Lutheran Church, Power, has 
received and accepted a Call to Bethel 
Lutheran Church, Lander, Wyoming. 

 

Rev. Kevin Peterson of Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church, Salmon, Idaho, has received 
and declined a Call to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Yuma, Colorado. 

Save the Date: Red Lodge Camp 

“Water & Word” 

  High School   Grades 7 - 8   Grades 5 - 6 

                  June 12-16, 2016         June 16-20, 2016         June 20-24, 2016 

Please contact your church office, the MT District Office, or look online 

(www.mtdistlcms.org) for registration forms and camp information  
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Placements Around the District 

The LCMS Montana District received the 

following new pastor from Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis: Rev. Kyle Winter will 

serve The Church at Creston-Lutheran, 

Kalispell, Montana. 

(From left: President Rev. Terry R. Forke, 

Kyle Winter, Lisa Winter and Wesley Winter)  

The LCMS Montana District received the 

following new pastor from Concordia 

Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, 

Indiana: Rev. Richard Schneider Jr. will serve St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, Montana 

(From left: President Rev. Terry R. Forke, 

Richard Schneider Jr.) 

The placement of Deaconess Sonja Reeves from Concordia 

Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne, Indiana, to 

serve at First Lutheran, Missoula, was officially announced 

during April’s COP meeting.  Deaconess Reeves was installed 

and has been serving at First Lutheran since August of 2015. 
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Excerpt from: ~Mission and Mercy~ The Preus Family in the Dominican Republic  

April 2016 

Mission and Mercy  

Our supporters may be interested in various aspects of our mission ranging from our work with people with 

developmental disabilities to school building projects, to theological education, to supporting church plants. We 

welcome all of these interests because as one team we always go together. We are united, one missionary to 

another, by one mission under Christ—planting churches, feeding Christ’s lambs with the imperishable food from 

heaven, and extending His mercy to those in need, “and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 

6:10). 

Spring Foro in the DR  

This past week, April 15-19, I had the pleasure of attending the Spring foro in Santiago, Dominican Republic. It was 

very encouraging to hear reports from missionaries, local pastors, teachers, and deaconesses about the evangelism 

being done in Santo Domingo and Pueblo Nuevo, the building projects underway in Licey and Palmar, and the 

opportunities that await me to preach the gospel there. What is a foro, you might be asking? The Spanish word for 

“forum,” it is a system of support for LCMS missions in Latin America and the Caribbean. Lutherans are invited from 

around the world to sit down and have a conversation with missionaries, learn what is going on in the field, what 

challenges await, and how everybody can plug in. Those who know the mission field best, of course, are the 

missionaries themselves. But they depend on a network of people for their expertise in various areas. Regular 

conversation between missionaries and interested supporters is the objective. We are thankful for Lutherans 

standing behind missionaries to accomplish Christ’s mission.  

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Preus-Dominican” in the 

memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/preus. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20 ESV) 
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Excerpt from: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing … March/April 2016 – 3rd Sunday of Easter  

News from Doug & Angie Thompson, serving the Lord in Ghana, West Africa  

www.facebook.com/Meansofgrace  
Life in Ghana … “By God’s grace” – from Angie  

As stated above, luck does not produce results. As we come and go, 
shopping in the market or visiting with various people in Ghana, I 
often hear a common phrase when I ask how they are doing…”oh, 
by God’s grace, Madam”. It is true that many Ghanaian’s truly 
believe that everything they receive and do that day is by God’s 
grace, yet, sadly, it has also just become a catch-phrase with most, 
similar to when we say, “God bless you”, whether we mean it or 
not. However, it has become a stark reminder for me, that for 
everything we have and that we are able to do, is truly, “by God’s 
grace”, certainly, not by luck.  

The month of March was busy and God was truly gracious. We 
were given the word to move into the home on the seminary compound. Through a connection given to me by a LBT 
worker at church, I was able to buy many household items from an American couple that were returning to the States. 
We also bought a fridge, cooker (aka stove), bed/nightstands, desks, and kitchen table. It’s beginning to look like 
home!  

Sounds easy, huh? Well, not really. Finding and purchasing was one task, getting it delivered is a whole other major 
project which took two different trips, two different trucks, and on two 
different days. We are thankful for our friends, Patrick and Kwame, who 
helped us secure trucks and made sure our stuff made it to the 
destination. (Sometimes, your stuff never shows up). We also thank our 
fellow missionaries, Rev. Steve & Cindy Schumacher, for the use of 
their vehicle. Needless to say, it just takes longer to get things done here. 
What could be accomplished in half a day back home takes a lot longer 
here.  

We are beginning to see more rain showers regularly and we are told we 
are entering the two hottest months of the year. That is putting it mildly! 
It’s just plain hot AND very humid. The climate has a way of making 
everything slower also. We just came off of being without power for 36 

hours, only to have it come back on for a day, before going back off for another 11 hours yesterday. Internet 
continues to be spotty. We are thankful to have our generator installed and in place to help keep the fans, lights and 
fridge running, when needed. Another gift of grace.  

The above scenarios really sum up what we encounter daily as we begin to live in a foreign unfamiliar place. 
Coordinating transportation, time, resources, energy, etc. are daily tasks. We can choose to get discouraged by all the 
extra time and effort that it takes, but we know that we can trust in God’s grace. He has already provided what we 
need; He will see to it that we get things done (on Ghana time), and what we could choose to see as extra 
inconveniences actually produce conversations and opportunities to talk to others about Him and His greatest Gift of 
Grace: Jesus and His redemptive work on the cross.  

Next month, we will continue to tell you of our adventures here, as well as give you updates on the upcoming All-
Africa Missionary Retreat, in Kenya, at the end of April. Thank you for your continued prayers and support, as we 
continue to hold all of you in our thoughts and prayers also. Don’t hesitate to drop us an email, we would love to hear 
from and correspond with you. It is all of you together, by God’s grace, which enables us to be here and to serve 
Him in the ways He would have us do.  

By God’s grace,  

Your Missionaries in Ghana,  

Rev. Doug & Angie Thompson  

To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Douglas & Angela Thompson, please send a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

or  

Mission Central 40718 Hwy. E-16 Mapleton, IA. 51034  

Please make checks payable to “LCMS.” Include “Thompson-Ghana” in the memo line.  

Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/thompson.  
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Reflections on:  Keynote Speaker Rev. Hesham Shehab 

Rev. Ryan Wendt 

“Finally, the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, is the only answer for the 

problems in the Middle East.”  So said Rev. Hesham Shehab as he 

concluded his educational presentation to two hundred and fifty people 

at the community event hosted by Christ the King Lutheran church in 

Billings.  Rev. Shehab is an internationally known educator, an 

ambassador of peace who has presented at the United Nations and the 

National Prayer Breakfast in Washington (among numerous other 

international events).  As a former member of the Muslim Brotherhood 

and a teacher of Islam in Lebanon, he has firsthand knowledge and 

experience with Islam and the numerous struggles between the Sunni and Shia factions.  Rev. Shehab violently 

fought against Christians and he lost his brother to a “Christian” militia group.  After hearing Jesus’ words from the 

Sermon on the Mount, “love your enemies,” he thought this message “superhuman” and he began to read the Bible 

and seek a more peaceful way.  He became a Christian and now many years later, he is a an ordained LCMS pastor 

serving outside of Chicago.  The mission congregation (Salem Christian Fellowship) that he started has more than 

thirty Muslim converts that he has baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.  For more information on Rev. 

Shehab and the work he is doing you can find him on the web at (http://salamchristianfellowship.org) and hear him 

speak at (http://youtu.be/0225ekmvvLs).  

Christ the King Lutheran hosted Rev. Shehab as the keynote speaker for a fundraiser for their upcoming building 

project and as their Mission Sunday guest preacher.  Rev. Shehab also presented to the Southern Circuit at one of 

their regular Winkels (which included pastors from central Montana and northern Wyoming).  Rev. Shehab and three 

guests who traveled with him, stayed with our generous district president and his wife at their home.  Two of the 

guests (who are not named on purpose) are asylum seekers from Iran, one of whom cannot return to her family and 

home do to her conversion to Christianity.  These two guests were amazed at the 

generosity and acceptance that they encountered among new friends in Billings.  Rev. 

Shehab shared with Pastor Wendt that the encouragement they received here came 

at a very good time in the midst of their ongoing struggle.     

There is a great deal of confusion, misinformation, and fear surrounding Islam those 

who follow the prophet of Islam Mohammed.  Finally though, this religion, like so 

many others, is filled with people who have little hope and who need to hear the 

Good News that God and man have been reconciled in Jesus Christ crucified and 

raised from the dead for the life of the world.  Rev. Shehab told our circuit gathering 

that the overwhelming majority of Muslims who come to America are not here 

seeking to convert or kill others, they are here for freedom and peace and hope.  The 

Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, is the only answer to the problems in the Middle East 

and the only answer to all of our problems as well.  Since we know this Prince of 

Peace intimately by the Holy Spirit that He has given us through His Word and in His 

Sacraments, don’t be afraid to strike up a conversation with a Muslim and share the 

great hope that you have in Jesus Christ!  

http://salamchristianfellowship.org
http://youtu.be/0225ekmvvLs
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Around the District 

LWML Montana District Convention 

April 29 – May 1, 2016 

Peace Lutheran Church, 3340 11th Avenue South 

Hampton Inn, 2301 14th Street SW (Exit 0) 

Great Falls, MT 59405 

Convention Theme: Nurturing Faith in Christ 

The convention theme is based on 1 Peter 2:2, … that you may grow … (NKJV). 

The context of the theme Bible passage is 1 Peter 2:1-3: Therefore, laying aside 

all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, 

desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you 

have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

Convention Goal Statement  

As I live a life of faith in Christ, given and nurtured by the Holy Spirit through 

Word and Sacrament, I grow in faith and am equipped to serve the Triune God 

and others through the LWML, my congregation, and my Christian witness.  

Convention Objectives  

Convention attendees will be: 

• Fed by God’s Word and Sacrament 

• Nurtured and spiritually grow through worship, Bible study, and fellowship 

• Equipped to serve, grow, and live as God’s children  

From left: Former President, 

Christine Wallace and newly 

elected President, Shari Miller 

Sunday, April 17th, the quilt makers at Holy Trinity Lutheran 

in Belgrade, MT dedicated their 50 quilts and blankets they 

made for Lutheran World Relief. 

They will be appreciated around the world by those less 

fortunate and may many see the Gospel love behind the 

efforts of Lutheran World Relief. May God continue to bless 

our mission efforts in many and diverse ways.  Thank you 

ladies – great job to the Glory of God alone! 

https://onedrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=32781ca29e866c74&page=play&resid=32781CA29E866C74!6196&parId=32781CA29E866C74!6195&type=1&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos&authkey=!AApvF6FHmMN2JQI
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Excerpt from: Lutherans in Indian Communi t ies  

LINC is a newsletter by the Montana District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

for Native communities and the Lutherans living in and/or serving those communities. 

           Spring 2016  Issue #9 

(To view the complete Newsletter, please visit: www.mtdistlcms.org, District Indian Ministry Page) 

Buildings in progress on the Cheyenne Reservation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Lame Deer, on March 20, members gathered to 

break ground for the new building of Everything 

Beautiful Thrift Store. This new structure will house 

opportunities for serving the community in many 

ways, making it a “hands up” facility rather than a 

“hand out” facility. 

Volunteers came from other states with equipment 

and expertise to offer their help. Terry Schultz from 

S.D., a cement contractor, brought his equipment, 

materials and a friend to assist him. Lynn Miller, a 

general contractor from Ohio arrived to organize the construction of a floor to protect the foundation. 

Volunteers from Lame Deer will be assisting him. We have invested our current funds and are writing 

grants to keep moving forward. Our goal is to provide opportunities for employment and growth for the 

Cheyenne people in Lame Deer and the surrounding towns. (Suzette Shreffler, manager)  

In Muddy Cluster the lodge being constructed on 

the Circle of Life property is moving forward as logs 

are milled. Rev. Dennis Bauer shared that the 

structure now has two or three beams on each side 

with electrical boxes for outlets in the beams. 

Groups of workers from around the United States 

will volunteer their time this summer to work on this 

project and offer Vacation Bible School programs 

for the youth. 


