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Warrior
The world has constructed a false image of Jesus. Many people think of Jesus as meek and mild. They believe that
His so gentle, so loving that He would never be involved in a fight. They think He would never scold anyone or even correct
anyone. This gentle Jesus winks at sin.
The Scripture belies this image. Instead, Jesus is portrayed as a dread warrior who rages against His enemies and
protects His people. That is the confession of the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah, “But the LORD is with me as a dread
warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not
succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten...” Jeremiah 20:11 (Emphasis added)
Jeremiah was given a difficult Word to prophesy. He had to tell the people of Israel that, due to their
unfaithfulness, they would be sent to captivity in Babylon. As a result, he was beaten and publically humiliated by being
put into stocks. When he was released, he wrote the lament that is included in chapter 20. He begins by complaining
about the persecution. But the Holy Spirit of God is at work to turn the complaint into praise and confession that God is on
His side fighting for him.
Our persecution is probably a lot more subtle than that of Jeremiah. You probably haven’t been beaten or put into
stocks. Nonetheless, we do suffer for the faith. Perhaps, as a result of our faith, we don’t get what we, from a worldly
perspective, deserve. We may suffer the odd look, the cool glance, the harsh word. The world does take note of the fact
that we belong to Jesus. It does not like our message that there is only one way of salvation through faith in Jesus. We do
suffer persecution.
So we whine and complain. Like Jeremiah we complain that we do not see God’s Word coming to fruition. We are
upset that we do not see the victory over our persecutors. Consequently, we forget that God is the warrior who fights on
our side and we take up arms of our own making. We seek our own victory. Worse we may give up the faith because we
think we have to do our own fighting.
Then comes Jesus. The meek, mild image of Jesus is not entirely accurate. In fact, the entire life of Jesus can be
seen as one continuous war against the enemies of God. We see Jesus as a dread warrior battling sickness and disease.
We see Him as a dread warrior when He battles the evil people who opposed. We see a mighty warrior stand against
satan. He wrestles with death and overcomes it with a Word. In the same way He is always fighting for us.
The goal of the war all comes into focus on the cross. There Jesus fought no external enemy, but one that He had
taken into Himself, our sin. For three days it looked like the battle…and the war were lost. But things are not always as
they seem. Jesus rises in victory over all our enemies. The war is won. Our salvation is secure. You live in the victory your
warrior has won.
I am not suggesting that Christians are lazy or fatalistic. We don’t sit back and wait to see what will happen.
Christians act, based on God’s Word. However, we trust not our actions, but the actions of the dread warrior who fights
for us.
A milquetoast Jesus can save no one. He can only stand idly by while people rush into hell, by their own hand,
through the force of unrepentant sin. But you, dear people of God, you have a dread warrior on your side. Jesus has
defeated all your enemies and continues to battle, even now, to bring you to Himself in heaven.
Rev. Terry Forke
Montana District President

Around the District

District President’s Calendar
June 4

Installation Service: Rev.
Blake Marshall at Trinity,
Forsyth at 4pm

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call
process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

June 10-24

Red Lodge Youth Camp

June 22-25

LWML National Convention,
Salt Lake City, UT

Dual parish Zion in Power and St. John
Lutheran Church in Fairfield are in the call
process. Rev. Gerald Paul continues to serve
as the vacancy pastor.

June 30-July 18

Out of the office

July 23

Trinity: Harlowton

July 24

Board of Directors Meeting,
District Office

July 30

Concordia in Williston is in the call process.
Rev. Dr. Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as
the vacancy pastor.
First Lutheran Church, Bozeman is in the call
process for a Director of Christian Education.

Official Visit: St. John
Lutheran Church, Libby

Installation News

Rev. David Hasselbrook has returned the Call
to serve as pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in Greenleaf, Kansas.

Rev. Kevin Bueltmann will be installed at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Kalispell, as an associate
pastor on July 9, 2017. Rev. Dr. Cutler will
continue to serve as Senior Pastor.

Mrs. Erika Rehbein has accepted a Call to
teach at Trinity Lutheran School, Kalispell.
Welcome Mrs. Rehbein and blessings on your
ministry!

Pastor Marcus Williams (CTSFW)) will be
installed as sole pastor of St. Paul, Havre and
Zion Lutheran, Chinook on August 6, 2017.

Vicar Matthias Wollberg (CTSFW) will be
inducted at Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Billings, on July 16, 2017 at the 10 am
service. There is a potluck and pantry shower
following the service.

Ordination Anniversary

Mr. Gerald Lustila has accepted the Call to
serve as principal of St. Paul Lutheran School
in Bay City, Michigan. Thank you for your
service to Trinity Lutheran Church and School,
Kalispell!

Rev. Robert Lane’s 20th year in pastoral ministry
will be celebrated at Hope Lutheran Church on
July 9th at 2pm. Pastor Lane serves Hope
Lutheran, Billings, and Our Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Worden.

Mrs. Susan Eberhard has accepted the Call to
teach at Black Hills Lutheran School in Rapid
City, South Dakota. Thank you for your service
to First Lutheran Classical School, Missoula,
and to the District Education Committee.

Preschool Teaching Position available to teach
in exemplary facilities. Send cover letter and
resume to: Messiah Lutheran Preschool, 3718
Rattlesnake Drive, Missoula, MT 59802.
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Attention all Rostered Workers!!
It is time to review and update your information for the Lutheran Annual. Please visit: http://
cwu.lcms.org and making any necessary changes. If you prefer a hard copy, need assistance or do
not know your login information, please contact Rosters and Statistics by email at
Rosters.Stats@lcms.org, or call the Church Information Center, which will direct you to them, at
(888)843-5267. Thank you for your time in reviewing and updating your information.

VBS Fun
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Glendive, held Mighty Fortress VBS May 30 - June 2, 0717

Ivy Rennie lead the Opening & Closing, teaching children sign language to use during songs (L)
Children playing a water relay game (R) Children making a stained glass window craft (Below)

Theme Verse
"Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor 15:57
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Excerpt from: The Evangel in Ethiopia
Conversation Connections
Addis Ababa—A few weeks ago, Dr Rabe and I had an informal Saturday
afternoon get-together with our students, as we do from time to time. It
provides an opportunity for us to get to know the students better, and for
them to get to know us on a more personal level than the classroom allows.
More than 25 students were there and we all had a good time visiting over
coffee, tea and light snacks. Our time together also provided the chance to discuss many different
topics, some related directly to our classroom teaching, some on other subjects. To give you an idea
of the range of our discussions, here are a few of the topics. One student mentioned how grateful
he is for the teaching he is getting from the LCMS professors. He then explained that our teaching
reaches more than just the students in the classroom and gave the example of how the entire
second year MA class had asked for copies of his notes and handouts from a first-year class I taught
him last semester. A couple students added the fact that leadership from every single synod in the
EECMY is represented in the MA student body, which means by teaching here at MYS, we are
reaching the leaders of every area of the entire church body. At another point in the afternoon, the
conversation shifted to persecution of Christians as one student told about being imprisoned for his
faith by the previous government. Another spoke about fleeing for his life in the middle of the night
from a Muslim area. As you can see, the conversations ranged from light and joyful to very serious,
but all of it was very good, both for the students and for us. These talks continue in small groups or
one-on-one over coffee or on our front porch, and God willing will carry on for many years.

Excerpt from: News from the Schlund Family serving the Lord in Mexico
Happy Anniversary, Buen Pastor!
This past Sunday, we celebrated the 69th anniversary of
Buen Pastor. Originally, Buen Pastor was a congregation
for ex-patriots from the United States. Over time,
residents of Mexico City began to attend worship, and the
service switched from English-only to a bilingual service.
Anniversary festivities for the church included a potluck
and dessert after worship. What does a bilingual
service look like? Those who are familiar with the
liturgy will be familiar with the service at Buen Pastor. The hymnals
and bulletins contain the responses, prayers, and readings side-by-side
in both Spanish and English. Andrew has a system where certain parts
of the liturgy are in Spanish one week and then the next week they are
in English. The sermon is typically given in both Spanish and English.
Hymns are either sung entirely in Spanish, or we alternate verses in English and Spanish.
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Praises and Prayer Requests from our Missionaries
Preus:
May God continue to keep us strong, healthy, and faithful as we press forward on this missionary
journey. Thank you and God bless you for everything you do for your missionaries!
Schlund:
For the vicars in Mexico City as they work with the congregations and continue their studies
For all the missionaries and their families in the Latin America region
For new missionaries as they transition to their respective fields
For the members of El Buen Pastor and San Pedro in their work to spread the Gospel
Stinnett:
Give thanks for: the children being safe from the sick dog, the ability to receive vaccinations and for
a great pediatrician, the end of the first year of teaching at the seminary
Praise God for: the opportunity to work with the doulas/nurses, all who uphold the Lord’s work
here with prayer and support, our continued progress in language classes over the summer
Please Pray for: the students returning home to their preaching and teaching, Eric’s preparations for
the next school year’s classes, our friend (who’s life is in danger) to get a job and stay safe with her
two girls, peace and safety in northern Ethiopia, the Young family, Krista’s mom went to be with
Jesus, our family: our kitten died, continued good health
Thompson:
For the faithful pastors and leaders in Sierra Leone and in the CELC-SL, and her people
For the faithful pastors and leaders in Ghana and in the ELCG, and her people
For all people in the world, that they hear the Gospel and believe in Christ
For rapid healing for Angie, so that she may return soon to normal activities and join Rev. Thompson
in ND
For Rev. Thompson as he learns much and works hard at linguistics training
For the ministry of all the missionaries around the world, especially our colleagues in the West
Africa Region
For thankfulness and praise as we humbly remember and celebrate the 20th anniversary of Rev.
Thompson’s ordination into the Holy Ministry, (June, 22, 1997)
Warner:
For courage and boldness as we proclaim the truth of God’s love in Jesus Christ to our friends and
neighbors in Spain
Thanking God for safe travels as we put 7,980 miles on two rental cars in two months--from Chicago
to Jackson MS to Lewiston ID and back, with many stops in between
Praises for God’s blessings of refreshment and learning as David and Adam attended Luther’s
Academy Reformation Conference in Prague.
For the FORO, our annual planning meeting of the leadership of the Spanish Church; for travelling
mercies as members, and guests from the US and the Dominican Republic arrive in Madrid the first
week of June
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More News from Around the District
Messiah Lutheran Church, Missoula, Montana, is celebrating its 50th anniversary on August
27th. Divine Service is at 9:00 a.m. with a picnic to follow.
For information, call 406-549-9222 or email messiahlutheran@bresnan.net.
If you are planning to attend, please bring any photos, memories, etc. with you!

A dinner was held for the Confirmands on
Saturday, May 27th at Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Glendive, MT. Pictured above are
Keely Undem and Sydney Schock with the
quilts they received from the OSLC
Quilters. Pastor Greg Lucido confirmed Keely
and Sydney on Sunday, May 28th.
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There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;5 one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
~Ephesians 4:4-6

Charlotte Louise Lerud was brought
into God's Kingdom by the means of
Grace, Holy Baptism, on June 25th at
First Lutheran in Bozeman, MT. She is
joined in joyful celebration with
grandmas and grandpas Lerud and
Linderman, mom, dad, aunt and sister
and brother Lerud. Grandpa Linderman
was privileged to perform the baptism
for his granddaughter his 12th! Praise
God from Whom all blessing flow.
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Excerpt from: The Thompsons-Serving God in West Africa
Reflection from Angie Thompson
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Matt.9:35-38
Harassed and helpless…like a sheep without a shepherd…yep, been there, felt like that at times. Later in
chapter 10, Jesus tells His disciples that He is sending them out, as sheep in the midst of wolves. Yep, felt
like that too…A LOT! At times, I’ve felt weak, lost, helpless, unwilling, and downright resistant to this thing
called the Gospel…and to this other thing called being sent out-being a missionary, being a pastor’s wife.
“Why, God, why did you pick us to be here…to go to Africa…to leave our family and friends, our church, my
job, my life, everything that made me happy and comfortable?” “Why are you sending us out only to have
everything seem to work against us?”
Don’t you just love how self-pity sounds? Satan loves it when I feel this way, because it’s at these times, he
does his best work…making me doubt my faith altogether. He loves it when I wallow in self-pity and selfdoubt, unable to see Christ.
But Christ leaves no stone unturned. He went out, throughout ALL of the cities and villages, proclaimed the
gospel of the kingdom, which is His forgiveness of sins, and He healed EVERY disease and EVERY affliction.
He did it all!
Well, I am that harassed sheep, living among the crowds of the other harassed sheep, but He is my Good
Shepherd-and He is theirs and yours! This is good news! He loved me (and you) so much that He died and
paid the price that was needed for my (your) redemption. Good News! He loves the world so much that He
desires ALL to be saved. Good News!
And this is why we go…not because of us, or LCMS-OIM, or our wants, our needs, or our recognitions…but
because this is what Christ does for us. Every. Single. Day. It’s all about Christ and the proclamation of the
Gospel, the forgiveness of sins in Him. And this is why we are being sent. And every single day, I am shown
how blessed I am to be in Africa, living and working among precious souls, who are thirsting for the Gospel,
and who so willingly want to share it with others around them. Faithful men and women who are asking for
our assistance in teaching Lutheran doctrine to their families, and for assistance in training their men to be
pastors so that all can hear the Gospel preached in their villages. This is why we are sent.
So, He takes away my self-doubt, my self-pity, my weaknesses, and replaces them with His love, His
forgiveness, and His strength to see the blessings of my life and in the lives of others. He shows us the work
that needs to be done to bring others to Him, to heal, to cleanse, to raise, to cast out, to teach, to share…
and He provides everything we need to accomplish this in our vocations and in this thing called being a
missionary…really, I’m a pastor’s/missionary’s wife…a mother, a sister, a daughter, a friend. I am that lost,
harassed sheep, but He finds me and equips me to do His Will, wherever he sends me.
Indeed, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” We are truly thankful that we have been sent on this
journey…and we are truly thankful for you-for all of your support and prayers, and for going on this journey
to W Africa with us.
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Synod Calendar June-August 2017
June 1st-2nd: Board for International Mission
June 8th-14th: Ongoing Ambassadors For Christ Conference, Nashville, IL
June 8th @1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: Adults
June 10th @ 9:30-3pm: RSTM Engaging the Wandering, Chamberlain, SD
June 21st @12-1pm: Webinar: Porn to Love-Ministering to Teens Dealing with the Lure of
Pornography
July 6th @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: College/Young Adults
July 12th-16th: LCMS Lutherans in Black Ministry Family Convocation, Birmingham, Al
July 25th-28th: 2017 Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music, Concordia University Chicago:
River Forrest, IL
August 3rd @1-2pm: Webinar: Mission Insight: Getting the Most Out of Your Demographics
August 23rd @1-2pm: Webinar: Faith on the Field: The Vocation of an Athlete
August 25th-26th: LCMS Board of Directors: August 2017 meeting, St. Louis, MO

Education Opportunity
From: Montana Education Committee
It is with great excitement that we are able to announce that The Montana District LCMS Education
Committee is hosting a workshop led by Ambassadors of Reconciliation. The program will be, “Go and
Be Reconciled: what does this mean?” and is one of their newer seminar topics. The dates are September
22-23, 2017 at Peace Lutheran Church, Great Falls, MT.
Go and Be Reconciled: What does this mean? Reflects on the biblical teaching of reconciliation while
reviewing the six chief parts of Christian doctrine from Luther’s Small Catechism. The study answers
“What does this mean?” through two parts: “Be Reconciled to God” and “Be Reconciled to Others.”
In the effort of good stewardship we are hoping that Pastors, Teachers, Educators, Administrators,
Sunday School Teachers, Congregation leaders, and the members in general will take part in this
opportunity. This study will benefit our educators, pastors, and leaders as a valuable tool to minister to
God’s People. (More information can be found on the Ambassadors of Reconciliation site @ hisaor.org)
It will be Friday, September 22 from 2:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. and Saturday, September 23 from 8:00 a.m. –
12:00 noon. The Friday evening meal will be provided. There will be a $10 registration fee to cover
materials and meal. If you need assistant finding a motel please contact us as we are looking into any
special offers.
There will be a short break-out session for both the Education Administrators and Early Childhood
Teachers. As this is in being offered in lieu of the regular District workshops for Administrators and
Early Childhood those participants will have their registration cost covered.
You may want to gather a few members of your congregation and make this a great ‘field trip’.
Registrations can be done either by congregation or individually. To register you may send a form to
Melissa Johns 3044 S. 7th St. W., Missoula MT 59804. Registration checks should be made payable to
the Montana District LCMS.
For more information you may contact Melissa Johns, Education Chair at 406-214-2712 or the Montana
District LCMS Office.
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