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“He Had Compassion on Her”
This past Thursday evening a young lady lay down in
the bushes alongside Mount Olive Lutheran Church in
Billings. She spent the night there because her confused
mental state prevented her from seeing any better
prospect for help. In the morning the secretary of the
Church, called on my wife for help in dealing with this
strange, somewhat disconcerting occurrence. Cheryl, no
stranger to the ravages that mental illness works in the
lives of those who suffer from it, had compassion, and
offered to help.
We have all seen these people. Some of them stand
on the street corners of big cities. They spend the night
in the bushes next to Churches or on the heating grates
of downtown buildings. They crowd the crisis centers.
They talk to themselves as they walk down the street.
They are not well kept. We have seen them. On the
other hand, perhaps we have not really seen them, and
we rarely ever have compassion on them. They are quite
easily overlooked. They blend into the scenery. They are
quickly categorized as “those people” who, if not overtly
dangerous, are to be kept at arm’s length. It is no
surprise that we poor sinners don’t always see a
neighbor, who needs help. We are not like Jesus.
Jesus made a habit of seeing the neighbor in need.
One day, on His way into the town of Nain, a funeral
procession was headed in the opposite direction. An
only son of a widow had died. The bereft mother was
crying. “And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’” Luke 7:13 (ESV)
Jesus saw her, and was so moved by her plight that He, in
what would otherwise have been a socially awkward
move, inserted Himself into the funeral. Jesus raised the
young man from death and “gave him to his mother.”
Granted, Jesus changed the nature of the procession by
this miracle, but I want to point out that it began with
compassion.

Due to our short-sightedness, compassion seems to
be in short supply. We spend most of our time, energy
and money on taking care of ourselves. What passes for
compassion is often self-service, (“I do it because it
makes me feel so good.”) While giving money can
certainly be motivated by compassion, it can also be a
means of salving our conscience, (“I gave at the office.”)
No, compassion does not come naturally to sinners.
But it does come naturally to Jesus. He saw the funeral
procession of our sin-killed spirits, and had compassion.
He came, not to pay lip service to compassion, nor to
give money to a worthy cause. He demonstrated the
love of God by giving His life for His neighbor. And, like
the widow’s son, He raised us from the dead. In this
sense we might say that the first mark of the resurrected
life is compassion.
It is true that suffering is all around us. You know the
sufferings of your neighbor because they are your own.
Your neighbors suffer the death of loved ones, the
sickness of body or mind, the fear of economic
catastrophe, the pain of broken relationships. They need
compassion. They need the Gospel.
Fortunately, you know both. You know what it is like
to be loved because God has shown you in Jesus. Though
it is not natural, God is at work in His people. Now, you
see your neighbor’s need and show true compassion
because the Holy Spirit of God is working it in you. You
also know the Gospel. Compassionate acts are good in
their own right, but they also point out a need for the
Gospel. Our neighbors need food, clothing, shelter etc.,
but most importantly they need the Gospel of Jesus.
Here is another sign of God’s compassion. He uses you,
in your daily vocation, to speak and live the Gospel.
Rev. Terry Forke
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Around the District
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Official Visit: Living Water
Preaching Station, Dillon &
Shepherd of the Hills, Ennis

12

Trinity, Harlowton

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the
call process for a pastor. Pastor Andrew
Eckert continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.

19

Concordia Lutheran Church,
Williston

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kalispell, is in the
call process for a Minister of Music.

26

Trinity, Harlowton

Rev. Richard Schneider will be ordained and
installed at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan,
on July 31st at 4pm.

8-14 66th Regular Synodical
Convention, St. Louis, MO

Rev. Kyle Winter will be ordained and
installed at The Church at Creston-Lutheran,
Kalispell on August 7th at 4pm.

17

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Miles City: 100th
Anniversary Service at 4pm

24

Trinity, Harlowton

25

Board of Directors Meeting,
MT District Office, Billings

Rev. John A. Frahm, III of Concordia Lutheran
Church, Williston, ND, has received and
accepted a Call to Trinity Lutheran Church,
Boulder Junction, WI.

31

Ordination and installation
of Rev. Richard Schneider:
St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Ronan at 4pm

Trinity Lutheran Church in Miles City will be
celebrating their 100th anniversary on
Sunday, July 17th . Service starts at 4pm with
a dinner to follow.

ELECTION RESULTS FOR SYNODICAL PRESIDENT
The Bylaws of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) instruct the Secretary of the Synod to
notify the candidates in the Synod’s presidential election of the results of the balloting at least two
weeks prior to the convention. The candidates were informed earlier today, June 15, of the results
of the June 11–14 ballot, and those results are now made public as received from Election-America,
the Garden City, NY company that provided the Internet voting site and conducted the balloting.
For President:
Matthew C. Harrison
3,507 votes (56.96%)
David P. E. Maier
393 votes (6.38%)
Dale A. Meyer
2,257 votes (36.66%)
Total Votes Cast: 6,157
Total Electorate: 7,348
Percentage Voted: 83.79%
A majority of votes cast is required for election. Matthew C. Harrison, having received 56.96 percent
of the votes cast, is the President-elect of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod for a third term
of office, 2016–2019.
Raymond L. Hartwig, Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary
th

May 6 , 2016
The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Friday, May 6th, at Trinity Lutheran, Great Falls, for the quarterly board
meeting. Items discussed included approval of the constitution and by-laws for Shepherd of the Hills, Ennis, and Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, Seeley Lake, the building up of the Scholarship Fund, exploration of supporting an online high school in
Billings, support for the Montana Pastor’s Network, and prosing an amendment to District Bylaw 1.3.2 for the Nomination
Committee to read:
“The Nominations and Elections Committee shall consist of one Minister of Religion–Ordained, one Minister of
Religion–commissioned, and one layman, one of which shall be appointed chairman by the Board at the first Montana
Board of Directors' meeting following the convention.”
The Bylaw currently states:
a. The Nominations and Elections Committee shall consist of three Ministers of religion–ordained, one Minister of
religion–commissioned, and three laymen.
b. The committee shall be elected by the District Convention triennially and shall serve for the succeeding regular
convention.
President Forke reported that he made 15 congregational visits, 13 congregation member visits, 2 school visits, 15 pastor
visits, 1 local pastor’s meeting, 5 circuit meetings, 9 other District level meetings, 2 Council of Presidents meetings, 6 Synodical
level meetings, and 3 official acts including the installations of Rev. Jonathan Bonine, Vicar Mark Wiegert, and Rev. Russell
Dewell. The tentative calendar for the remainder of the year include: Synodical Convention July 9-14 in Milwaukee, WI, BOD
meeting July 25 in Billings, and BOD meeting October 10 in Billings.

Planning Committee Meeting Summary: May 6th-7th, 2016
The District Planning Committee members met on May 6-7 and identified the following goals to focus on in the
coming year:
Board of Directors
3. Sharing and encouraging catechetical studies

1. Promote theological convocations in each circuit

and resources (clearing house)

2. Endowments- Transfer of wealth

4. Voter issues

3. Funding congregations not able to support Pastors

Indian Ministry

4. Religious Freedom

1. LIM associate members conference

5. Lead voice for cultural challenges–“No Other NameResponding to Cultural Changes”

2. Support of Pastors – Highlight special ministries.

6. Free conference

Human Care/Stewardship

Missions/Evangelism Committee

1. Prison Chaplaincy

1. Continued mission congregations

2. Prison retreats

2. Anaconda start

3. Mercy fund

3. Rural small town emphasis

4. Life issues

4. Mission USA

5. Sexual orientation/gender perception education

5. Clearing house for evangelism ideas (Website)

Youth/Campus

6. Promote Montana overseas Missionaries

1. Campus Pastor/vicar

Education

2. LCMS U

3. Flathead reservation (New Pastor)

1. High School (Billings as pilot project)

3. Promote Red Lodge camp (Personal presence)
2. Encouragement for reformation 2017 theological study 4. Higher Things
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News from the Schlund Family preparing to serve the Lord in Mexico
¡Vamos a México! [We're Going to Mexico!]
After more than a year of preparation, we are finally moving to Mexico City on June 1st. We are looking
forward to this exciting new chapter in our lives and to see how God will use us there, and we can't wait to
meet our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in Mexico City. Once we arrive in Mexico, we will have a few
short days to prepare our apartment and get acquainted our new home. Then, we will be headed back to
Saint Louis for Andrew's brother's wedding and to obtain our visas. We were hoping to get our visas figured
out at the Mexican consulate in Santo Domingo earlier this
month, but unfortunately were unable to obtain them at
that time. On the bright side, we get a few extra days in the
States to spend time with family and friends before we
return home to Mexico.
Andrew's First Spanish Service Earlier this month, Andrew
led his first service in Spanish: a vespers service for a
deaconess conference here in Santiago. The conference
was the first international deaconess for the Latin America
region, with students attending from the Dominican
Republic, Mexico, Guatemala, Venezuela, and Panama. He
was a little nervous, but everyone he spoke to afterward
said he was understandable.

La Biblia en Español
Los cielos proclaman la gloria de Dios;
el firmamiento revela la obra de sus manos.
Salmos 19:1
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
Psalm 19:1

Mission Central

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861

40718 Highway E 16

OR

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105

Checks payable to: LCMS

Checks payable to: Mission Central

Mark Memo line: Schlund-Mexico

Memo line: Schlund-Mexico

Give securely online: lcms.org/schlund
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Excerpt from: News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia
Change of Plans: Teaching on the Horizon
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia—(Mekane Yesus Seminary)
The month of May has brought some very big and
exciting changes to our plans here at Mekane Yesus
Seminary. We had originally planned to focus
exclusively on language training until the early part of
next year, and then to begin teaching classes for the
seminary. Now, after discussions between the leaders
of our two church bodies, it has been decided that it is
best if we start working with MYS sooner. So, Rev.
Rabe and I are starting to take on some of the duties
as seminary faculty now. (We realize learning the
national language is still important, so we will
continue studying Amharic on a part-time basis.) We
have both joined a faculty committee to rewrite the catalog for the Master of Theology Program. We are both also
acting as readers for Thesis papers submitted some of the Masters students. We will begin teaching this year in the
fall semester. I will be teaching two classes at the Master’s level; Worship: Theory & Practice and Personal
Development. Personal Development is a class that will focus on things like the pastor’s personal devotional life and
how that affects his ministry. In the spring semester, I will teach Advanced Hermeneutics (a Masters level course)
and Exegetical Methods (a Bachelor level class). Those are both classes on how to rightly read and interpret the
Bible. There are many things about this decision that have me excited. First, I get to start teaching at the seminary
much sooner than expected. Second, the classes assigned to Rev. Rabe and to me are all classes that will significantly
help shape these students into Lutheran pastors and teachers. Third, by the end of the year, between the two of us,
I think we will have taught students in all four years of the B.Th. program and both years of the MA program. We will
have gotten to know and teach all of the student classes in the seminary. Our Lord has moved quickly to open the
door for us to significantly impact the next generation of pastors, teachers and the Gospel message they will take
out to the people of Ethiopia even sooner than we thought we could. Thanks be to God!
To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either:

Mission Central

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

c/o Gary W. Thies

P.O. Box 66861

40718 Highway E 16

OR

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105

Checks payable to: LCMS

Checks payable to: Mission Central

Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett
Our US Mailing Address: 625 6th Ave., Havre, MT 59501
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On June 5, 2016 Rev. Greg Lucido
confirmed 5 students.
L to R Back Row: Mishal Lucido,
Evan Sullivan and Kayla Brown
L to R Front Row: Alyssa Chaska
and Trenton Reinhart

Do you love working with children?
Mount Olive Early Childhood Ministry is looking for a Preschool Teacher to join our fantastic staff.
The position is for teaching three to four year olds on Tuesday/Thursday mornings and four to five year
olds on Monday/Wednesday/Friday mornings and afternoons. This part-time position (approximately 30
hours per week) would begin the end of August and go through the beginning of June.
If you are interested, please call or submit a resumé to Darla Zier, Preschool Director (656-2635) or to
Donna Johns, Business Manager (656-6687) by July 11, 2016.
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Montana District School Grants

The students at First Lutheran Classical School in Missoula were blessed with some new science materials
this year thanks to a grant from the MT District. The materials we were able to purchase with the grant
helped the students to learn about God's creation as they studied the human body. Here are a few
students with their models of the human skeleton.
Sue Eberhard
Vice Principal/Teacher - First Lutheran Classical School

Montana Reflections
Jill Martell, Preschool Teacher at Grace Lutheran Church, Three Forks
In the summer of 2015, the Montana District LCMS granted us $517.00 to help our preschool obtain new
manipulatives and teaching materials. This was a huge blessings to our preschool programs and to our
community. We currently have two preschool programs that we run, an Early Childhood class for ages 3-4
and a Pre-Kindergarten class for ages 4-5. The manipulatives and teaching materials that we were able to
purchase helped us significantly provide an appropriate Christian based preschool program for our
community. The children in our programs have greatly benefited from this grant and we feel very blessed
that the Montana District LCMS donated such a generous gift to our preschool programs at Grace Lutheran
Church in Three Forks.
Sincere Blessings,
Jill Martell
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Note from President Forke
Apology
In the May edition of the Reflections, in my cover article, I wrote the following sentence, “Part of
that respect, in our system, means voting.” In so writing I did the very thing I had just cautioned
against. I bound the consciences of my readers to something other than the Word of God. There is
no Word of God that says you must vote. The sentence should have read, “One way to demonstrate
that respect would be to vote.” Please forgive me for this error of binding your conscience.
Pastor Forke
Note from the District Office
Due to summer vacations and the Synodical Convention, the District office will be closed July 1st15th. Please feel free to email questions and concerns to: office@mtdistlcms.org and we will get
back to you as soon as possible. Please look for the next issue of the Reflections to arrive in August.
Hope you have a blessed and joyous summer!
Concordia Historical Institute: Vol. 89, No. 1 Spring 2016
Vicar Joel Heckmann, of Creston Lutheran Church, Kalispell, was recently published in the Concordia
Historical Institute Quarterly. In the paper, titled “Pastor J.A.F.W. Mueller: A Faithful Shepherd of Souls,”
Vicar Heckmann, a descendent of Rev. Mueller, recounts the Reverend’s early life, move from Germany to
America, and his journey to pulpit and service to the Lord. Notable, Rev. Mueller was the first graduate
from what would become Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. During his ministry, Vicar Heckmann describes
Rev. Mueller as a man a great faith and devotion to the Bible and Lutheran confessions. His dedication to
and affection for those he ministered to led many to Christ and continues to serve as a fine example of
Christian service and care.

PROTEST THE DISABILITY SNUFF FILM
“ME BEFORE YOU!”
BETTER OFF DEAD (AND OTHERS ARE BETTER OFF WITHOUT US)
“Me Before You” is the latest Hollywood film to grossly misrepresent the life experience of the
majority of disabled people. In the film, a young man becomes disabled, falls in love with his caregiver and
they have an incredible 6 months together. Despite her opposition, however, the hero does the
“honorable” thing by killing himself at a Swiss euthanasia clinic – leaving his fortune to her so she can move
on. He is lauded because he is no longer a “burden” to her. Based on the best-selling novel of the same
name, “Me Before You” is little more than a disability snuff film, giving audiences the message that if
you’re a disabled person, you’re better off dead.
Hollywood has a great deal of influence on our culture. You may not want to view the film, but you
should be aware that the message is being received well by many of your friends and neighbors. We are
not far from a culture that demands the death of those who are no longer “productive” members of our
society.
http://notdeadyet.org/2016/06/updated-action-alert-protest-disability-snuff-film-me-before-you.html
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