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He Has Spoken to Us By His Son
“Tell me that he was a nice man. Tell me that he did a
lot of wonderful things. Tell me that he is an inspiring
teacher. Do not tell me that he is the Son of God.”
These words were spoken about Jesus. They were from
the lips of a young woman whose children were involved
in our Church. I had met with her to discuss whether she
would be interested as well. It didn’t work out.
She is not alone. Many people are uncomfortable
with thinking of Jesus as God. Instead of believing that
Christmas signifies the birth of the Son of God they
prefer to think of it as the birth on just another great
teacher.
The writer to the Hebrews is dealing with that very
sentiment in his first few chapters. He is making the
point that the Son speaks with more authority than the
servants. First he establishes that Jesus is not just a
prophet. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” Hebrews 1:12. He goes on to point out that Jesus is not an angel, “…
having become as much superior to angels as the name
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs” Hebrews
1:4.
Who is Jesus? This is a question that must be
answered generation after generation and for individual
after individual. It is a question that you are confronted
with day after day. It calls for careful review of the
consequences of getting it wrong. Jesus is not just
another great teacher. If Jesus is like any other teacher,
He is a sinner. If Jesus is like any other teacher, He is
dead. If Jesus is like any other teacher, He cannot impact
our soul. The Gospel is destroyed if Jesus is like any
other teacher because He cannot save us from our sin.

The writer to the Hebrews presents the Christmas
message as a gift of His Word, “…In these last days He
has spoken to us by His Son…” Jesus came into this
world as the very Son of God who would speak God’s
Word. More to the point, only the Son of God can save
people from their sin. He is not like any other teacher
because, “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature…” (1:3). In other words, Jesus
speaks to us by His holy life. He is not like any other
teacher because, “he upholds the universe by the word of
his power…” (1:3). In other words, He speaks to us by
His powerful Word. He is not like any other teacher
because, “After making purification for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high…” (1:3). In
others words, He speaks to us by His redeeming sacrifice.
The Christmas season, (which lasts until January 6), is
a time to celebrate the gift of the Son of God. Jesus is
the means God has chosen to speak to us. What He has
to say is a unique message in all the history of the
universe. Through His holy life, His Word of power, and
His redeeming sacrifice, Jesus has created forgiveness
and new life. No other teacher can say that. Jesus
doesn’t just say to you, “Follow my teachings.” Instead,
since He is the Son of God, He says, “Believe in me.”
Someday you may bump into someone who does not
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Your words will not
convince them. But since God speaks His Word through
His Son, Jesus, the holy life and the powerful Words and
the redeeming sacrifice of Jesus is the Christmas gift that
person truly needs.
Rev. Terry Forke
MT District President
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Liberty Conference, Washington DC
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Trinity, Harlowton

Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call
process for a pastor. Rev. Andrew Eckert
continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.

11-13 Pastor Visits
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Official Visit: First Lutheran,
Bozeman
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Life Sunday
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Montana Pastors’ Network
Luncheon, Helena

22

Trinity, Harlowton

Dual parish Zion in Power and St. John Lutheran
Church in Fairfield are in the call process. Rev.
Gerald Paul continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
Tri-parish Mt. Calvary in Colstrip, Concordia in
Forsyth, and Trinity in Hysham will hold a call
meeting, for a pastor, on January 15th. Rev.
Albert Ebel continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
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Board of Directors Meeting:
Montana District Office, Billings

31-

Quad Circuit Conference
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First Lutheran, Missoula

Concordia in Williston is in the call process. Rev.
Mark Nicolaus continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
Rev. Ryan Wendt of Christ the King Lutheran
Church has returned the Call to Trinity Lutheran
Church and School, Riverton, WY.

6-10 COP, New Orleans
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Trinity, Harlowton

16

Flathead Winkel, Creston

19

Official Visit: Holy Cross, Eureka

26

Trinity, Harlowton

Updates for Pastor Erich Kaelberer on Facebook
For updates on Pastor Erich Kaelberer and his family, please submit a “friend request” to Jennifer
Kaelberer on Facebook. With you request, please include a brief message identifying yourself and how
you came to know of Pastor Kaelberer. This will help Jennifer identifying authentic requests. Your
thoughts, prayers, and support for the Kaelberer family are greatly needed and appreciated.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
~2 Corinthians 1:3-4
If you are interested in The Concordia Pulpit (sermon resources-volumes from the 40’s and 50’s), please contact
Pastor Vallie at 650-2289.
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For students in Grades 6 through 12
(Any Lutheran student or student in a Lutheran school)
Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents, Lutherans For Life Contest Guidelines:
Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2017 Conference theme: Hope For Life and 1Peter
3:15 “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect”
Examples of topics the essay could deal with are: abortion, the handicapped, infanticide, cloning, stem
cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia.
Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address. All entries
submitted by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should
be submitted on the rubric page used in grading the essay.
All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then
included in a bibliography at the end.
Grades 6 - 8 should submit essays up to 400 words
Grades 9 - 12 should submit essays up to 750 words
Entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word to the Illinois State LFL Federation by April 1,
2017. Send State entries to: HLewNK15@yahoo.com and forke@mtdistlcms.org
The Montana state award, sponsored by LFL Montana State Federation will be $100.00 for each state
winner in each of the two categories. Each Lutheran School and/or church needs to select their finalist
and submit only one for each category. Each student can only submit one entry either through their
Lutheran School or Church.
Grand Prize for national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to the 2017
Regional Conference of their choice and 1 hotel night at a conference hotel.
All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life.
For questions or resources on the sanctity of life, see: lutheransforlife.org
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Around the District

Our 5th Grade class at the Salvation Army. The students sorted the toys that were donated for less fortunate
children. Through generous donors the Salvation Army is able to insure that almost every child has a toy under their
tree. (Trinity Lutheran School, Billings)
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Around the District
First Lutheran Choir had their annual Christmas
Party December 18th. They had fun and continue
to enjoy singing God's praises and sharing the Holy
Word of God through song with the congregation
in Bozeman. Many thanks to Logan and Erin for
accompanying and directing the choir.

Friday, February 17 and Saturday, February 18
Mark this week-end on your 2017 calendar
The Montana Lutherans for Life State Gathering will be in Great Falls (location to be determined).
Our speaker, Col. John Eidsmoe, from rural Alabama, is a retired Air Force Lt. Colonel, a
Chaplain and a Professor of Law at Oak Brook College of Law and Government Policy. Currently
he serves as Senior Counsel and Resident Scholar for the Foundation for Moral Law with the
Alabama Supreme Court. He is an ordained pastor and serves on the National Board of
Lutherans for Life. The author of 14 books, he is a Constitutional scholar, does seminars on a
wide range of topics and we have heard that he adds humor to his presentations.
The Gathering theme addresses the concept of your moral code, what God's Word and the
Constitution state regarding issues we face in today's society. The gender issue, life issues and
laws governing our actions being in the forefront.
There is no charge for this educational event. Cascade County Lutherans for Life is hosting the
annual Gathering in this part of the state. A session specifically for teens is tentatively planned
for Friday afternoon. The Gathering will begin with a light meal on Friday evening. It will
include sessions with Col. Eidsmoe on Friday evening, Saturday morning and afternoon. A
continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday will also be provided. To assist us in our planning it would be wise to contact us
if you plan to attend.
To learn more about our speaker, visit http://www.lutheransforlife.org/ and search “Col. John Eismoe” for articles and videos.
We encourage anyone interested in Truth, Constitutional Law and Life issues to attend. For more information on Col. Eidsmoe
or the Gathering, contact Jim or Barb Going,via email jim@iamgoing.com, or call 406-727-4878. Use these same numbers when
registering for the Gathering.

Ft. Wayne Pastors Continuing Education Class 2016

(Montana Pastors in attendance include: Rev. Forke, Rev. Pullmann, Rev. Marshall, Rev. Thomas, Rev. Whaley, Rev. Lucido, and
Rev. Lehmann)
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Missionary News and Greetings
Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year
A blessed Christmas to all of you and Christ’s Peace be with you. We are so thankful and
humbled to be bringing the Lord’s Word to the students/pastors here in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia at the seminary. God has been full of grace towards us as we have celebrated our
first Christmas here so far from home. Greetings in the name of the Christ Child from our
home here in Ethiopia to you and all of your loved ones and to the churches from all of us
here.
With Joy in Christ, Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi & Luke Stinnett

¡Feliz Navidad! Merry Christmas!
This Christmas, we were able to celebrate our Savior’s birth at both Buen Pastor and San Pedro. On Christmas Eve,
we had a beautiful candlelight service at Buen Pastor, singing familiar Christmas hymns in both English and Spanish.
The evening’s last hymn was Silent Night by candlelight. On Christmas Day, San Pedro Lutheran Church hosted a
joint worship service. Pastor Conrad preached, and Andrew assisted with the liturgy. After the service, the
congregation offered a delicious meal for members of the community who are in need...

We are very thankful for all of your prayers as support. God’s richest blessings to all of you as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus.
Andrew, Kelsey, and Charlotte Schlund

A Dominican Christmas...The Preus Family
It is a very exciting time of year down here. The festivities are swelling until
they culminate in Christmas Day when the families of the land get together
in celebration and the country literally closes down. Our churches have also
been celebrating the seven days leading up to Christmas by gathering for a
short Vespers service revolving around the "O antiphons" from the old
Advent hymn, "O Come, o come, Emmanuel." On Monday, I preached a
sermon on Christ the Root of Jesse. Although it appeared that Israel had
been reduced to a mere stump, Isaiah reminded them of God's solemn
promise that David's throne would last forever, and that a shoot would grow
from the root of Jesse. This shoot is our Lord Jesus Christ, the mighty king,
who was born in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. In accordance with His promises, our
Savior has uprooted the powers of hell and established his own vivacious kingdom of grace and forgiveness
in its place. We are members of His kingdom, living branches from the Tree of Life. Thank God for Jesus'
life! Thank God that He has come to share it with us!
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Missionary News and Greetings

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Dear Fellow Redeemed Children of God,
We send you warm Christmas greetings from Ghana,
West Africa! We are thankful to God for the rescue
from sin and death He has given us for the sake of
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. We rejoice that we
share with you in the same peace and joy of
Christmas no matter where we are in the world.
May you have a very blessed and Merry Christmas,
and a Happy New Year!
Your missionaries in Ghana,
Doug & Angie

Missionary Rev. Doug Thompson spoke at a
youth conference at the end of December.

Excerpt from: God’s Reign in Spain-Rev. David and Shelee Warner, Dec. 2016
Thank you for your prayers and your financial support, which allow us to
proclaim the Good News in Spain. With your help, and resting in the Good
News of God´s completed plan, we are privileged to share this remarkable
gift with all who will listen…
On December 1st, we took a big step in our plan, signing a rental contract on
a property, formerly a discotheque, that will use for worship, as well as for
offices and a ministry center in Seville. Thank you. Because of you, I was able
to be in the realtor’s office
to sign the contract.
Finally, the congregation in
Seville will have their own
worship space, and will no
longer have to use a hotel
conference room or a room in someone else’s church.
We have a lot of work to do to change this discotheque into
God´s house. But it is good work, that fits well with God´s desire
that all people hear of His love, revealed to the world in Jesus,
the Savior.
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Synod Calendar January-February 2017
January 4th-6th: 2017 LCMS National Campus Ministry Conference, College Park, MD
January 6th-10th: Young Adult Servant Event, Shepherd of the City Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA
January 11th @12-1pm: Webinar: A Person’s A Person No Matter How Small
January 12th @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: Youth
January 12th-14th: POLS Conference, San Antonio, TX
January 21st @ 9:30am-3pm: RSTM Engaging the Wandering, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Humboldt, KS
January 27th-29th: 2017 LCMS Life Conference, Arlington, VA
February 7th-9th: Council of Presidents, New Orleans, LA

February 15th @ 12-1pm: Webinar: Going Green-Biblical Truth or Brief Trend?
February 23rd @ 1-2pm: Webinar: Teaching the Faith: VBS

Teaching the Faith: Youth
Contributed by Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director, LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission.
In her book Almost Christian, Kenda Creasy Dean quotes a study which states: “The more available religiously
grounded relationships, activities, programs, opportunities and challenges are for teenagers, the more likely they
will be religiously engaged and invested. In other words, ‘congregations that prioritize youth ministry and support
for their parents, invest in trained and skilled youth group leaders and make serious efforts to engage and teach
adolescents seem much more likely to draw youth into their religious lives and to foster religious and spiritual
maturity in their young members.’”
Now, I can hardly think of anyone who could come up with a cogent argument against this statement. When
presented with this concept, most people I encounter in the LCMS agree that this seems to be pretty much common
sense. However, practically speaking, somewhere between common sense and practice, our thoughts and practice
become divergent. We speak of our youth as the church of tomorrow so we endeavor to entertain them, hoping
that once we have their attention we can somehow get them to stick around. Fun is great and we need to have fun.
That is not a problem whatsoever. However, it can’t be the only thing. Or, we try to pull the old bait and switch with
promises of fun, thinking that learning the faith can be snuck in here and there at opportune moments.
I have been less than appreciative of those who hide their real intentions and our youth are no different. Our
children, our youth, our young adults are the church of today and are just as much in need of being trained up on
pure spiritual milk so that by it they, “may grow up into salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). We have what is essentially a
fleeting opportunity with our young people. Let us then not waste a moment.
What then should we do? How can we do this? What are some resources for teaching the faith to our youth?
Angela Kollbaum, our congregation’s youth leader and my wife, is often asked these same questions. Certainly there
are many good resources out there but her short answer is almost always … start with the Bible. Seems simple
enough. Read it with your youth, discuss what you’ve read and grow together by the power of the Holy Spirit. If you
have questions yourself, ask your pastor or a teacher, make some phone calls or send some emails, the answers are
out there, you don’t have to have them all. But the joy you’ll find there in God’s Word and the fellowship of being
gathered around it will prove invaluable!
So, have some fun! Throw some dodge balls, burn some firewood and make s’mores, sing, laugh … and grow in
faith through God’s most precious Word!
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