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Depart in Peace
A cheerful crowd of office personnel were celebrating a
holiday banquet at the Inland Regional Center in San
Bernardino on December 2, 2015. The relatively peaceful
setting was shattered when two people entered the room
and began firing rifles. Fourteen people were killed.
Twenty-two people were injured. This event has unsettled
America like no other since 9/11. Fear has driven some to
stay at home lest they be caught in another attack. Others
are wearing body armor for daily life. The media hype has
us looking for a terrorist around every corner. Americans
seem at a loss to find or create a sense of peace.

One side of the political spectrum says the solution is
fewer guns. The other side says the solution is more guns.
While that partisan battle plays out, every police shooting
compounds the atmosphere of unrest. Wearied in the
pursuit of peace, this nation waits for someone to help.

anything yet.” We want to cut to the action sequence
where Jesus defeats sin, death and satan, or better, to
where He solves our daily problems, destroys terrorism, and
brings an end to gun violence.
In this way we sometimes treat Christmas as the prologue
instead of as the gift itself. It is nice that the baby came,
but we want actions, solutions. Simeon, on the other hand
has no problem seeing Jesus as God’s salvation, though he
did not know precisely what Jesus would do. Having seen
Jesus, even as a baby, Simeon was prepared to receive the
gift of departing in peace.

Simeon’s words are relived in the liturgy of the Church for
the sake of your faith. They teach us that Jesus is sufficient.
Unlike Simeon, we do know how Jesus acted to save us.
Through the sacrifice of His life, He paid for our sin that we
might be saved. But like Simeon, we do not know the
Perhaps this is similar to how Simeon felt when he was
precise details of how Jesus saves us from the daily attacks
“waiting for the comfort of Israel.” (Luke 2:25) The Church of sin and satan, or from the terrors of this world. Simeon
had long been promised someone to help, someone to
teaches us, it is enough to see the baby Jesus. He is our
bring peace on earth. Simeon was in the temple on the day salvation. Knowing Jesus, or better, being known by Jesus is
Jesus was brought for the rites of purification. Upon seeing sufficient for all our needs.
the baby, he took Him in his arms and said, “Lord, now you
For some of the people caught in the deadly San
are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your
Bernardino shooting, life will never return to normal.
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have
Through lack of faith they will find no peace. The traumas
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation
of a death-bound life, though extreme in their case, are not
to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke
unique to them. You also experience the terrors of sinful
2:29–32 ESV).
world. It is not, and never will be, easy to live in this world.
Simeon’s words are striking in that he sees the “solution,” But you have received the gift of salvation. God has sent
salvation, not in the actions of Jesus, but in His person. He Jesus into your life so that you may depart in peace.
holds a little baby and says, “My eyes have seen Your
Rev. Terry Forke
salvation.” We are tempted to respond, “He hasn’t done
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Trinity Lutheran School Dedication at
Noon, Billings

Pastor David Johnson will be installed at First Lutheran
Church, Missoula on January 10th at 6pm.

10

Trinity, Harlowton

10

Installation of Pastor David Johnson at
First Lutheran Church, Missoula at 6 p.m.

Pastor Jonathan Bonine of Zion Lutheran Church in
Downs, KS has accepted the Call to Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls.

12-4

Quad-Circuit Conference, Holy Trinity,
Belgrade

17

Official Visit: Trinity Lutheran Church,
Billings

24

Trinity, Harlowton

24-30 National Lutheran Schools Week

Feb

Around the District

25

Board of Directors Meeting, Billings

31

Official Visit: Christ the King, Billings

1-5

Council of Presidents, Florida

7

Official Visit: Our Savior Lutheran,
Glendive

14

Trinity, Harlowton

14

Vicarage installation of Mark Weigert at
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lewistown at
2pm

21

Official Visit: River of Life, Laurel

28

Trinity, Harlowton

Mark Weigert will be installed as the vicarage of Triparish, St. Paul Lutheran (Lewistown), Our Savior
Lutheran (Denton) and Trinity Lutheran Church (Stanford)
on February 14th at St. Paul Lutheran Church at 2pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call process.
Pastor Andrew Eckert continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, is in the call process.
Pastor Kyle Whaley continues to serve as the vacancy
pastor.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Park City, is in the call process.
Pastor Al Ebel continues to serve as the vacancy pastor.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, is in the call process for a
Director of Christian Education.

BIBLICAL TOURS
We had another wonderful time leading a large group to Israel this
past October. We look forward to two tours in 2016.
1) The Germany – “Martin Luther – Pre-500th Anniversary
tour” (June 14-24, 2016) is almost full – only have two spaces
available.
2) We have just completed plans for a (October 4-14, 2016) BIBLICAL
TOUR OF GREECE AND TURKEY – October 4-14, 2016 – “Following
the Apostle Paul” –To Corinth, Athens, Philippi, Thessalonica, etc. –
Includes a Cruise of the Greek Islands to Patmos & Ephesus.
Brochure available – Contact Darold Reiner, Pastor of the Church at
Creston, Kalispell
406-890-1149 or imhis38@gmail.com
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Why Read the Bible?
on January 4, 2016 in FROM THE PRESIDENT, LUTHERAN WITNESS
The triune God speaks. The idols are dumb. When God speaks, things happen. “God said ‘Let there be
light,’ and there was light” (Gen. 1:3). When the ancient prophets spoke the “word” of God about what was
to come, it happened (1 Kings 13:32). The prophet Micah declared, “O you Bethlehem . . . from you shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler of Israel” (Micah 5:24), and it happened 700 years later! The Old
Testament sometimes says that the mighty deeds of God are a “word” that is to happen (Is. 9:8). On the
basis of John 1, the Early Church fathers believed that Jesus was the word “spoken” to create the world:
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus
Himself is the “Word” par excellence: “In these last days He has spoken to us by His Son” (Heb. 1:1). The
word of Christ is given from the Father to the apostles: “For I [Jesus] have given them the words that you
gave me and they have received them and have come to know the truth” (John 17:8).What the Word of
God says happens (See the horrid story of the end of Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:36–37). The Word of God
doesn’t merely predict happenings; it causes them to happen. “For He spoke and it came to be!” (Ps. 33:9).
The Word always achieves its purpose. “By myself I have sworn . . . a word that shall not return; To me
every knee shall bow, every tongue swear allegiance” (Is. 45:23). “Blessed be the Lord who has given rest
to His people . . . Not one word has failed of all His good promise which He spoke by Moses His
servant” (1 Kings 8:56).
The Bible is actually the written Word of God. “No prophecy comes from one’s own interpretation . . . but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21, concerning the Old
Testament). Jesus promised His apostles, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:26,
concerning the New Testament). And so they wrote it down. We believe, teach and confess that the written
words of the prophets and apostles in the Bible are the inerrant, verbally inspired and effective Word of
God Himself!
So what’s the benefit of reading and knowing the Bible? So that the Word of God achieves its purpose in
your life too. “The Word of the Lord does not return void” (Is. 55:11). The Word of God creates faith in
Christ, and faith receives the Word (2 Cor. 11:4). By the word of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Spirit
dwells in believers (1 Cor. 3:16.) The Word of God, preached but also read, is an action. In fact, it is the
“power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). The Word of God saves (Eph. 1:13f.) and works rebirth,
renewal (1 Peter 1:23) and hope (Col. 1:5). The Word of God is the source for strength in life and its many
challenges (Eph. 6:5). It reminds us that we are nothing of ourselves — that we are all are naked and
exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account (Heb. 4:13) — and that God’s Word is “sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit” (Heb. 4:12f.). And that is exactly what
we need now in these last wretched days. Luther often repeated that reason without faith is a problem
because there are many challenging things in the Bible. “Faith speaks, I believe you Lord . . . But what
does God say? He says things that are impossible, false, stupid, inconsistent, absurd, abhorrent, heretical
and diabolical if you consult your reason” (Weimar Edition, vol. 40/1, p. 361). But the Bible, which is a
challenge to understand, carries its own solution to our dilemma and works faith.
Reading the Bible provides consolation and hope in these trying times. Christ said it would be so (Matthew
24–25). Reading the Bible helps us “give a reason for the hope that is within” (1 Peter 3:15). Reading the
Bible directs us to seek preaching and the Sacraments (Heb. 10:19ff.).
Many years ago I began to note that the elderly saints whose funerals I was conducting had confirmation
verses that remarkably reflected their lives. It was uncanny. I used to think that those old pastors really had
profound insight into the lives of these dear saints when they were young. I still think that’s so, but there’s
more. I think that the Word of God in a confirmation verse actually has the power to shape a life and so
often does. Such is the power of God’s Word, especially the words of the very Gospel.
The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
President
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod.
*Many of the references in this article may be found in the chapter, “The Power of God’s Word” in Robert D.
Preus’s Doctrine Is Life: Essays on Scripture (Concordia Publishing House, 2006).
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Celebrating Christ’s Birth

Plentywood Trinity Lutheran Church Christmas program

Glasgow Faith Lutheran Church Christmas program

The Youth of Grace Lutheran in Hamilton helped bring the Christmas story to life with a Live Nativity Dec. 22nd. Not only did
they have Mary, Joseph, a real baby Jesus, Shepherds and Magi but they also had live miniature donkeys, sheep, goats, rabbits
and a chicken. It was a great reminder of the true meaning of Christmas as well as a ton of fun!
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Missionary Updates
The Preus Family will be heading to the Dominican Republic in mid February. “Speaking of our departure
plans, things are coming into focus! We will be flying down to Santiago, Dominican Republic for mandatory
field orientation January 10-18. Once we return to St. Louis from that, there will be a final whirlwind of
doctor’s appointments, packing and preparation, selling the car and other things, and most importantly
acquiring our visas. We anticipate our official move to the DR for mid February.”
The Schlund Family will join the Latin America regional team for a week of orientation in the Dominican
Republic in January. “We are looking forward spending the week there and learning a little more about our
work in Latin America. Pastor Daniel Conrad, who is currently in Mexico City, will also be at orientation. We're
looking forward to meeting him and discussing the mission in Mexico City. It will also be nice to see some of
the other missionaries from the region who are beginning this year.”
The Stinnett Family is heading to Ethiopia. “We just received the wonderful news that we have been “greenlighted” to leave for Africa! Thanks be to God! The Lord has been gracious and we are sufficiently funded for
the first year, so we are being deployed initially to Kenya for our East Africa orientation. We will be staying
there until our work permits/visas come through. At that point, we will move to Ethiopia and begin our
language training. Our plane leaves on January 18th. We are very excited that there will be four missionary
families traveling to Africa together...a grand total of 16 missionary kids will be on the same plane. Wow—
should be a great trip!”
The Thompsons are going to Ghana. “Red light, yellow light, blue light, green light. It kind of sounds like Dr.
Seuss, but it really means that it's time for Doug and Angela to go! Thanks be to God that through your great
support, we have been "green lighted" for deployment to Ghana. Our flight leaves February 2. Upon arrival to
Accra, we will try to quickly acclimate to the heat and humidity, and Rev. Thompson will teach a two-week
intensive class on Confession and Absolution. We very much look forward to serving our brothers and sisters
in Ghana, and learning and living in a new culture.”
The Warners continue to spread the Gospel in Spain. “Since arriving, David has led 22 services in 5 different
cities, with attendance averaging 13 souls. He has also had 20 different meetings for devotions, study and
worship, in homes, bars and restaurants, with 77 people total. Food and conversation always accompany
these times in the Word!”
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20 ESV)
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Life Sunday: January 17
Created • Redeemed • Called
Experts from: A Foundational For Life Bible Study
For the complete study please go to: http://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2016/

Foundational Truth #1
Human life has value because God creates life.
“I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my
members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.”
Foundational Truth #2
Human life has value because God redeemed life.
“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin
Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His
innocent suffering and death.”
Foundational Truth #3
Human life has value because God desires to call us and hold us forever.
“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.”
Conclusion
Foundations are important. For Life Lutherans base their message of life, not upon political or economic or social or
moral foundations, but upon the foundation laid with God’s hands. He created us with His hands. He redeemed us
with His hands. He holds us in His hands. This message is one of power and love and forgiveness and hope. This
message changes hearts. This message leads us to influencing our culture.

An Open Letter to President Barack Obama
January 6, 2016
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/article/an-open-letter-to-president-barack-obama/

In your speech on January 5, you tearfully recalled the children killed at Sandy Hook Elementary. You said, “Every
time I think about those kids it gets me mad.” We are glad it makes you mad. It should make us all mad. Murder is
horrible. The murder of children, however, touches the very depths of our souls.
We have a favor to ask you. The next time you think of those children and it makes you mad, we ask that you take
just a minute to try to understand people like us a little better. Please know that we are not radical right-wing
extremists. But, it is a matter of fact that since Sandy Hook approximately three million children in this country have
lost their lives through abortion. Every time we think about those kids it gets us mad. Millions like us feel the same
way. We do not blow up abortion facilities or shoot abortionists. But like you, we feel compelled to do something.
Political fears seem to hold Congress hostage on the issue so we do what we can in legal protests, marches, political
action, and, most importantly, by reaching out to women in crisis pregnancies and offering them real compassion
and help.
You correctly noted how gun violence strips its victims of their rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Every day, 2,800 innocent and defenseless children are stripped of those same rights as abortion violently rips them
from their mothers’ wombs.
Mr. President, we hope against hope that your views on abortion change, though we suspect they are very deeply
imbued. But we do ask that you use your deep-felt anger over the children of Sandy Hook and other victims of gun
violence to strive to have some empathy for ordinary people like us who have the same deep-felt anger over the
tragedy of abortion.
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From Around the District

15-year-old Calla Haldorson of Hamilton repeated as NFL Team Champion at the regional NFL Punt, Pass and Kick
competition held Nov. 28 in Seattle. The full article can be found at: http://ravallirepublic.com/news/local/
article_3d56c916-9a3d-11e5-87cb-03dd3c6bd039.html#.VmE1owvqFXE.email

Justin Lee Huravitch was baptized
December 27, 2015 at Zion Lutheran
Church in Chinook. Pictured (L-R) are:
sponsor Alisha Roseleip, Michael
Huravitch, Pastor Schultz, Heather
Huravitch, and sisters Kiley and Mariah
Huravitch.

The pastors and their families of the MT Central Circuit got together at the Pauls’ in Great Falls for their annual
Christmas/New Year celebrations on January 1st
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The Lord does indeed work in mysterious and wonderful ways!
Last spring when we at Mt Calvary Preschool in Polson applied for a grant to purchase new manipulatives, we were just thinking about replacing and
improving our sort of tired and lacking group of toys used to improve speech and math skills.
I received the grant and ordered boxes of brightly colored, fun toys that included marble runs and magnetic birds and math popsicles! As almost an
afterthought I decided to purchase some tiles that included the American Sign Language alphabet.
And God gave us Faith. Faith is a beautiful, joyful, loving little girl who just happens to be hearing impaired. We have been blessed by her and her older
sister, Laura, who serves as interpreter. I have also been blessed by a dear friend, Debbie, from my past who just happens to be a sign language interpreter
who volunteers her time to come and help out also.
The new brightly colored, noisy toys have been such a blessing. They are easy for her to see and use and even hear on occasion if we get carried away! And
the sign language tiles have been helping us all learn sign language. The children are much quicker at picking it up than I am, but we are all having fun
trying.
We thank God for you and your love and generosity in filling a need even before we knew it was there!
God’s blessings today and always!
Joyce Shima
Mt Calvary Preschool-Polson

To the Members of the Montana District of the LCMS,
Hello Everyone! What an exciting few years we have had here at Emmaus Lutheran Mission in Big Timber/Livingston, MT! In July of 2013
when Pastor Chad Schopp took the mission call to start a church in the Big Timber/Livingston area there was no way he could have realized
how much the Lord was going to bless our little mission. We started out renting 2 churches from the Seventh Day Adventist congregation
(This worked out well as they worship on Saturdays). The building in Livingston was a large church but in Big Timber the church was little
more than a house! There is nothing wrong with this of course but we were rapidly outgrowing the small building! Once again the Lord
chose to spoil us with blessings when a fully furnished church building came up for sale 3 blocks down the street from where we were
renting! We were at the time unable to purchase it but the owners agreed to let us rent it for a very reasonable price and so we moved
into the new building. During all this time gifts and help came from all over the District in the form of Hymnals, Bibles, Books of Concord,
an organ and monetary donations. We had already been blessed far beyond any of our needs but the Lord keeps on heaping it on!
Sometime around the beginning of 2015 we were contacted by a church in Wisconsin that was, sadly, closing its doors and merging with a
sister congregation. They were looking for a congregation to donate many of their things to along with a monetary lump sum. Around the
same time the Montana District Board voted to gift us with a large sum of money to help us purchase the building that we were currently
renting. Between these two extremely generous gifts we were able to purchase our own church building in Big Timber!! It is a 5000 sq. ft.
building with a sanctuary, classrooms, kitchen, and fellowship hall that sits on a lot about the size of a quarter of the block! Amazing!! We
still rent the church in Livingston but having even one building to call our own is such a blessing! Our growth is slow but steady. Starting a
congregation in an area that has many well established churches of different denominations has its own set of challenges but Pastor
Schopp moves steadily forward with his call. Words themselves cannot express our gratitude but we, the members of Emmaus Lutheran
Mission, wish to express our earnest and heartfelt thanks to all the members of the Montana District and Lamb of God Lutheran in
Wisconsin! Brothers and sisters in Christ, thank you all so much for everything that you have given to help our small congregation! If you
are ever in our area, please come and join us for worship so we may thank you in person!
Your servant in Christ,
Zachary Pullmann,
President of Emmaus Lutheran Mission,
Big Timber, Montana
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