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“When Brothers Dwell in Unity”
Fat, fluffy, flakes furiously fought to bury my windshield.
I slowed down even more as we passed through Essex, on the
southern border of Glacier. I did not want to get ahead of
the snow plow who was kindly pointing the way on a recent
trip home. The road widens to four lanes there, (I am not
sure why), and the slower pace gave me a chance to observe
one of those “only in Montana” moments.

Why do we behave so badly? I see in myself a desire to
be right at all costs, even at the cost of the Gospel. Further, I
am unwilling to invest my own capital, without assurance
that the other fellow will spend more, and first. And even if,
by God’s Spirit, I highly value the unity of the Church, I am
afraid to take the first step to cross the road, lest I be played
the fool and smashed flat by the worldly bus.

From opposite sides of the highway, two men, bundle
against December’s revenge at a dry summer, were
approaching each other. Confident that little traffic would
bother them on this day, they were intent on meeting, and
scarcely noticed my car pass between them. I slowed to
watch in my rearview mirror as each removed the mitten
from his right hand. They converged precisely on the center
line and there, united in a common hand, commenced a
conference on the days’ prospects. I stared until their image,
blurred by the falling snow, remained only in my mind.

What is the solution? God gives unity to His Church, not
as a steroid to our morale, whereby we are empowered to
cross the road to meet our fellow Christian. Too many false
prophets paint this picture. No, Jesus is not the moral
teacher who meets us at the center line, or even the one who
meets us on the other side. Instead, Jesus came into a hostile
world, finding sinners dead by the side of the road, unable to
lift a finger for unity with God. There is no half way with
dead people. Through His holy life, death, resurrection and
promised return Jesus resurrects us and brings us, by a new
life, into unity with the Father, and with His people.

I do not know if these men were Christians, but the
image brought to memory the text from Psalm 133, “Behold
how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity.”
On that day, two men, under adverse circumstances, and
assuming some risk, worked hard to come together. I
wondered whether the image might offer something to the
Church.

The gift of unity, wherein Christ blesses His Church, is
not an inspiration, a dream, or even an aspiration. It is a
reality of the new life. The Church does not desire to be the
body of Christ. It is the body of Christ. The psalmist does not
say, “Strive for unity.” He says, “Behold the unity. See how
pleasant it is. Marvel at the gift of God.” This is what Jesus
has done for you through forgiveness and new life. Here in
In my short tenure in this shrouded world I have
the body of Christ you dwell in a unity the world cannot
witnessed entirely too much conflict within the Church. Far
know. The Holy Spirit of God gives you brothers and sisters in
from unity, I have seen good Christian men stand on opposite
Christ to love and care for in His unity.
sides of the highway, yelling and signaling anger, refusing to
make the first step, hoping the other would step out only to
be hit by a truck. This image is so dreadful I dwell here only
Rev. Terry Forke
long enough to note its destructive power. Such conflict
MT District President
blinds many inside and outside of the Church, to the Gospel
of Jesus.
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Around the District

1-5

Council of Presidents, Florida

7

Official Visit: Our Savior Lutheran, Glendive

8

Southern Circuit Winkle: Our Savior
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Billings

12

Eastern Circuit Winkle: Trinity Lutheran
Church, Miles City

14

Trinity, Harlowton

14

Vicarage installation of Mark Wiegert at St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Lewistown at 2pm

21

Official Visit: River of Life, Laurel

21

Installation of Pastor Russell Dewell at St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Park City, at 4pm

28

Trinity, Harlowton

3

Speak Up Tournament, Trinity Lutheran
School, Billings

6

Grace Evangelical and Holy Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Three Forks,
Belgrade

13

Trinity, Harlowton

14

Southern Circuit Winkle: St. John Lutheran
Church, Laurel

20

Official Visit: St. Paul and Zion Lutheran
Church, Havre, Chinook

27

Trinity, Harlowton

Pastor Jonathan Bonine was installed at Shepherd
of the Valley Lutheran Church in Thompson Falls on
January 30th.
Mark Wiegert will be installed as the vicarage of Triparish, St. Paul Lutheran (Lewistown), Our Savior
Lutheran (Denton) and Trinity Lutheran Church
(Stanford) on February 14th at St. Paul Lutheran
Church at 2pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Superior, is in the call
process. Pastor Andrew Eckert continues to serve
as the vacancy pastor.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ronan, is in the call
process. Pastor Kyle Whaley continues to serve as
the vacancy pastor.
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Park City, has called
Pastor Russell Dewell of Columbus, MT. He has
accepted the Call and will be installed on February
21st at 4pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Billings, is in the call
process for a Director of Christian Education.

Called to Glory
Harry “Edward” Weber
September 12, 1941 - February 1, 2016
Harry “Edward” Weber was called home on Monday, February 1, 2016, at the
age of 74. He was born September 12, 1941, in Riverton, Wyoming. He was an
employee of the Montana District Office, LCMS, from 2003 to 2008.
A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 6, 2016, at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Billings.
Please keep the Weber family in your prayers.
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Missionary Excerpts

The Gospel in Ghana
Excerpts from Rev. Doug and Angie Thompson’s January Newsletter
Our flight leaves February 2nd. Upon arrival to Accra, we will try to quickly acclimate to the heat and humidity, and
Doug will teach a two-week intensive class on Confession and Absolution. We will also be working to establish a
home. Please pray for us as we serve our brothers and sisters in Ghana, and as we learn and live in a new culture.
THANK YOU so much for your support, especially your well-wishes and prayers. By the strength of our Lord, who is
the Light of the World, we go to Ghana. We will continue to keep you informed via email and our Ghana Facebook.
Please pray with us Luther’s Morning Prayer, which gives us great comfort each day.
To support the LCMS through the work of Rev. Douglas & Angela Thompson, please send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
or
Mission Central 40718 Hwy. E-16 Mapleton, IA. 51034
Please make checks payable to “LCMS.” Include “Thompson-Ghana” in the memo line.
Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/thompson.

The Evangel in Ethiopia
Excerpts from the Stinnett Family’s October/November Newsletters
We are now in Africa! We arrived in Nairobi, Kenya on January 19th for our East Africa orientation. As we are
preparing to help share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the people of East Africa, Rev. Rabe and myself in
Ethiopia, Rev. Clausing and Sarah Kanoy in Kenya, it seems to me that arriving in the Epiphany season is most
appropriate. After all, Epiphany is when we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the Savior for all the world, as
illustrated by the Magi from the east coming to worship Him.
Our journey to Kenya was very smooth...Things are getting better though each day as our body clocks adjust. Our
orientation will be going through January 29th. We then await our visas/ work permits from Ethiopia to find out
when we will be moving there. We may begin language training in Kenya if our permits are take a while.
To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either:
Mission Central
c/o Gary W. Thies
40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105
Checks payable to: Mission Central
Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia

OR

Our US Mailing Address: 625 6th Ave., Havre, MT 59501
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
Checks payable to: LCMS
Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia
Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett

District News

30 Years of Ministry – 10 Years at Trinity Lutheran, Miles City
On Sunday, November 15th, the congregation paid tribute to Pastor
Howard D. Schreibeis honoring his 30 years in the ministry and his 10 years
of service (on Dec. 4th) at Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles City & Rock
Springs, MT. Congregation President, Ted Schreiber (right) spoke about
pastor’s achievements and presented him with a cake. Elder, Shane Taylor
(left) presented pastor with a Damascus steel cross that he hand forged. We
Thank and Praise God for sending us such a wonderful shepherd and
servant of the Lord.

The 3 day morning Preschool class at Trinity Lutheran
Classical School in Miles City, MT. show off the new
circle time “God Is Love” rug purchased with a grant
from the MT. District LCMS. We were also able to get
a few Christian Bible Story big books and our K-6th got
2 new student desks and a projector. Many thanks to
the district for their support of Christian Education in
our congregations and communities!
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Trinity Lutheran Classical
School, Miles City, MT.
Preschool & K-6th Nov.
“Share Your Blessings”
Food Bank Drive (Pictured is
the 3 day afternoon Preschool
class)

District News

Pastor David Johnson was installed at First
Lutheran Church, Missoula on Sunday,
January 10th.

Pastor Johnathan Bonine’s
installation at Shepherd of the
Valley, Thompson Falls on
Saturday, January 30th.
Pictured Left to Right: Rev. Ray
Larson, Rev. Vern Sandersfeld,
Rev. Johnathan Bonine, Rev,
Erik Iverson, Rev. Terry Forke,
Rev. Andrew Eckert.

Pictured are the pastors and families of the Divide Circuit enjoying their Epiphany Season Party. Fun and fellowship
was had by all.
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Special Events
Concordia University, Nebraska’s University A Cappella Choir is coming to Billings!

The Choir will be performing on Friday, March 4th at 7:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church (537 Grand Avenue,
Billings). Their repertoire of sacred and secular choral compositions spans all historical periods and is representative
of many cultures. This year’s concert features the works of Antonio Vivaldi, William Byrd, Max Janowski, Eric
Esenvalds, Josu Elberdin, Ivo Antognini, Jeffrey N. Blersch, David von Kampen and others.

The LWML Montana District Convention to be held at Peace Lutheran Church, Great
Falls, Montana. The dates are April 29 through May 1, 2016. Our theme is: Nurturing
Faith In Christ, based on 1Peter 2:2 “… that you may grow …” (NKJV). The convention
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. on April 29 (Friday), continue all day Saturday, and
conclude Sunday around noon. The registration forms will be available from the
Missive

EC Consultants’ Conference Planned for April 2016
The annual LCMS Early Childhood Consultants’ conference will be held April 13-15, 2016 at the Crow ne Plaza,
Airport in St. Louis, Mo.
Update: Education Executives are welcome and encouraged to attend with you. Registration fee is $295. Plan
now to attend!
REGISTRATION IS DUE – MARCH 1

DCEs and other parish professionals who are interested in enhancing the intentionality and effectiveness of
Christian education in the church are invited to attend the 2016 Heartland DCE Conference at Concordia University,
Nebraska from May 19-21. Keynote speakers include Dr. Thom Rainer, Thom and Joani Schultz and Dr. Phil
Schwadel. Registration is $100. Go to www.cune.edu/heartlandDCE for more information.
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary
January 25th, 2016
The Montana District Board of Directors (BOD) met on Monday, January 25 th, at the Montana District Office for the
quarterly board meeting. Items discussed included updates to constitutions and bylaws, the finalization of the
District’s Budget for 2016, the Scholarship Fund Balance, various requests for funds, including: Stanford/Denton/
Lewistown, support for Anaconda’s vicar, and Lutherans for Life, and President Forke’s activities for the quarter.
President Forke reported that he made 9 congregational visits, 2 congregation member visits, 5 preaching visits, 1
school visit, 25 pastor visits, 2 circuit meetings, 2 circuit visitor visits, 2 district conferences, 5 other district level
meetings, 1 Council of Presidents meeting, 6 other Synodical level meetings, and 3 official acts including of the
installations of Rev. John Sias, Rev. Chad Schopp, and Rev. David Johnson. The tentative calendar for the remainder
of the year include: BOD meeting May 6 in Great Falls, Synodical Convention July 9-14 in Milwaukee, WI, BOD
meeting July 25 in Billings, and BOD meeting October 10 in Billings.

Montana District LCMS
Red Lodge Youth Camp 2016
“Water & Word”
Diving into the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
High School: June 12-16

Grades 7-8: June 16-20
Grades 5-6: June 20-24

Congregations will
receive information
and registration
forms this month!

For more information, please contact: Pastor McCall (406)-200-3203
willismccall@gmail.com
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Excerpt from: Reaching Rural America for Christ
A newsletter of LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission
Volume 7, Issue 2 • Newsletter

February 2016
For the complete newsletter, please visit:

http://blogs.lcms.org/2016/reaching-rural-america-for-christ-newsletter-february-2016
“… and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one
another through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord …” (Post Communion Collect, Lutheran Service Book)

STRONG FAITH, FERVENT LOVE
Sing Praise to Our God
Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD,
all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell
of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory
among the nations, his marvelous works among all
the peoples!” (Psalm 96:1–3)

Rev. William Weedon, director of LCMS Worship Ministry
and chaplain of the LCMS International Center, puts it,
“The church’s song is a living thing. We’re all part of one
great choir …” So, again as the psalmist says in Psalm 98,
“Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break
forth into joyous song and sing praises! Sing praises to
Oh, what a joy it is to sing praise to our God, to declare
the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of
the unmatchable wonders of His creation and salvation! melody! With trumpets and the sound of the horn make
Now, I have to admit that I am a huge fan of singing. But I a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!” (vv. 4–6).
dare say that even if I couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket,
these words of the psalmist impart such a joy that one
“Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
can’t help but be excited by the prospect of proclaiming
make known his deeds among the peoples! Sing
for all to hear the wonders of God’s love for us in Jesus
to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his
Christ. What a comfort and joy it is to know that we,
wondrous works!” (Psalm 105:1–2)
along “with angels and archangels and all the company of
Pastor Todd Kollbaum
heaven,” have the privilege to “laud and magnify God’s
glorious name, evermore praising Him and singing”! As
Trinity Lutheran School of Kalispell is looking for a
principal. Qualified rostered LCMS workers are
encouraged to notify the District President, Terry Forke at:
forke@mtdistlcms.org.
Administrator/Principal experience preferred. Completed
LEIF necessary.
Looking for a fun, affordable, and Lutheran VBS program? Check out “River of Life”
from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, a week-long VBS curriculum highlighting five
favorite Bible stories featuring water: creation, Noah and the ark, the crossing of the
Red Sea, Jonah and the baptism of Jesus. The curriculum uses craft materials most
churches have readily available, and best of all, the program is entirely reproducible –
use it again in future years! Just $125 to purchase; preview at www.lhfmissions.org/
riveroflife. Call LHF at (800)554-0723 for more information.
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